
Session Handout: Accreditation Systems in Sub-Saharan Africa 

Thursday, June 3, 2:00 pm 

NAFSA: Association for International Educators 

2010 Annual Conference, Kansas City   

 

About this handout: This brief handout provides you with basic information about the session 

outline and topics that will be covered.   

Session participants will receive information on regional, subregional, and national systems of 

accreditation, recognition, and quality assurance, governing public and private, degree-granting 

and non degree-granting higher education institutions in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

Presenters will provide an extensive annotated webliography of online resources on higher 

education systems in Africa, and a table delineating the legal foundations, types of institutions 

governed, and contact information for verifying the status of institutions. 

Discussion will cover the evolution and recent developments of accreditation in Africa, research 

findings, trends and resources. Participants will have ample opportunity to raise relevant topics 

of interest.  

This information as well as copies of the presentation slides will be made available after the 

conference at    www.educationUSA.state.gov  or   www.ece.org/presentations. 

Session Title: Accreditation Systems in Sub-Saharan Africa  

Session Description: The expansion of Africa's public universities, proliferation of private higher 

education, and increased mobility of students necessitate regulatory systems to strengthen 

each country's credentials. This session defines, compares, and contrasts accreditation systems 

in sub-Saharan African countries, providing a framework for policy development in admissions. 

Session Presenters: 

Nancy W. Keteku, U.S. Department of State, Accra, Ghana 

Margit A. Schatzman, Educational Credential Evaluators, Inc., Milwaukee 

Session Outline: 

http://www.educationusa.state.gov/
http://www.ece.org/presentations


 Introduction of dilemma:  If it’s recognized by the government, are we obligated to 

recognize it? 

 How the concept of recognition is used by admissions professionals and credential 

evaluators  

 General growth of accreditation and Quality Assurance (QA) bodies around the world & 

definition of accreditation types  

 Description of issues in African accreditation: historical, political & philosophical  

 Presentation of research findings, including enforcement  

 Case studies 

 What this means for educators in Africa 

 A framework for developing admissions policy decisions 

 Summary & Questions 

This presentation will attempt to answer these questions: 

 Is there a list of accreditation organizations operating in Sub-Saharan Africa? 

 How do I contact accreditation organizations? 

 How should I deal with countries that do not have effective regulatory systems in higher 

education? 

 In what ways are African accreditation organizations cooperating with one another? 

 What is the relationship between accreditation organizations and the ministries of 

education in various countries? 

 Which types of institutions are the accreditation organizations overseeing, such as 

universities, technical institutions, public and private institutions? 

 Which accreditation organizations are the equivalent of regional accreditors in the 

United States? 
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