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What Is a Country in Conflict?

Foreign Invasion/Occupation
Civil War
Political Oppression
Dysfunctional/Failed Governments
Ethnic/Cultural Violence
Religious Affiliation
Family Heritage
Economic Hardships/Embargo



Remember, unlike most of 
students, these students 

most likely did not come to 
the U.S. for the sake of 
continuing education.



History of Conflict

When conflict within a country 
happens generally it may affect that 
country’s educational system
Examples

Gulf War impacting education within 
Iraq and Kuwait
War in Afghanistan
Demise of the Soviet Union
Class Separation in Haiti



What Conflict may do to an 
Educational System

Temporarily or permanently disrupt 
education
Limit access to education by race, sex, 
religion, ethnicity, culture, etc.
Influence undesired changes that are not 
welcome within the culture
Decimate physical resources
Limit funds available to operate schools



Factors Impacting Students

Need for money underestimates the 
importance of education.  
Limited Opportunity.  Depending on 
where the student is there may not 
be much opportunity for schooling 
particularly at a higher level.
Many times cultural setting may 
make becoming educated 
dangerous.



Dangerous Settings

Ousted warlords may still have 
underground influence or fear may 
be that they regain power.
Women and girls may not feel 
welcomed to become educated.
War may be happening as individuals 
are going to school creating a 
physical danger.



Access to Educational 
Information

Disjointed governments lead to lack 
of educational services and problems 
in facilitating information about the 
availability of education.
The ministry of education may be 
starting over in a war-torn country
Funds may be limited because 
education may not be the highest 
priority after conflict.



Access to Educational Information

Books and Supplies may be limited 
or not available.
Cultural issues may be a barrier and 
source of distrust of newly 
formulated governments.
Terrain, culture, disorganization, lack 
of infrastructure may make 
communication difficult.



Fraudulent Credentials

Verification of credentials may be 
difficult or impossible.
Credentials may be internally 
frauded by school officials making it 
impossible to detect.
Credentials are frauded from 
desperation.  Frauding a credential 
may be the persons only way out of 
the country.



Fraudulent Credentials

Many things on a credential may be 
legitimate

Hand written grades or courses on 
some courses but not all
Burn marks on documents that hinder 
reading of document
Poor photocopies may be the only 
available copy
Documents may appear unorganized



Fraudulent Credentials

What to look for?
Erasure marks that have clearly been 
overwritten.
Typing that does not align with 
document formatting.
Different fonts used in an unusual way.
Key information whited or darkened out 
so that it is unreadable.
Consistency in seals and signatures



Fraudulent Credentials

Verification
Legitimate documents may look very 
different from the same institution.  
Important to verify if possible.
The ministry of education is a starting 
point.
Look for experts within the US

Professor at your institution
Author of EDGE profile or another source
Governmental agencies and relief programs



Educational Barriers

Financial Obstacles
Cultural Relevance of Education
Pressure from warlords or druglords 
may be enticing and satisfy need to 
make money.
Educational Building demolition



Countries in Conflict

Iraq
Iran
Afghanistan
Haiti
Cuba
Somalia
Kenya
Sudan



Countries in Conflict

Somalia
Kenya
Sudan
Myanmar
Eriteria / Ethiopia
Palestine
Kuwait
Former Yugoslavia



Students Applying from a 
Country in Conflict

Did not generally come to U.S. for purposes of 
studies.
May have funding issues.
May not have access to required testing needed for 
admission.
Longer than usual times to degrees due to disrupted 
education.
May have fraudulent credentials.
May have legitimate damaged credentials.
May have physical and psychological issues as a 
result of conflict.



Tips for Admissions Officers

Document History
Verify Dates
Contact In-Country Experts (e.g., OSEAS 
Offices, REACs)
Consider Alternate Terms of Admission
Work with Student Services Units (e.g., 
Student Affairs, Housing, Testing Services, 
Counseling Services, International Affairs) 
to Develop “Plan” for Student



Tips for Admissions Officers

Verify as much of the student’s history 
through external sources
Involve on-campus experts on the area in 
question
Consider recommendations from sponsors
Look for examples of applicant’s 
preparation through non-academic work 
(e.g., work, volunteering) or documented 
academic work



Options for Admission

Offer placement examinations to 
verify academic preparation
Offer remediation courses or “bridge 
programs”
Conditional admission or admit on 
probation
Consider treating under “special 
admission” standards
Admit with a “support” plan



A Word of Caution . . .

If you admit the student, focus on 
making the student a success on 
your campus, not on simply verifying 
admissibility.  

It is easy for these students to get 
“lost” if not supported by the 
university.



Thank You!
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