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Overview

• Major Education Systems 

• Grading Scales

• Quarter Hours
• General Rules for Credits

• Hands-on Practice

• Credential Resources 



The U.S. System

• Primary school varies by state/school but is 
typically 6 years (ages 6-12) 

• Middle and junior high schools also vary but 
lead to high schools which culminate in 12 
years of primary & secondary schooling from 
ages 6-18, leads to high school diploma

• Bachelor degrees are usually 4 years 
• Examples: China, Japan, Taiwan, Korea, 

Mexico, Saudi Arabia



The British System

• Primary school is 6 years (ages 5-11)
• Secondary school is 5 years (ages 11-16), 

leads to GCSE 
• Sixth Form is 2 years (ages 16-18), leads to 

A/AS levels, grants access to higher 
education and some college credit

• Bachelor degrees may be 3 or 4 years (look at 
entrance requires to determine equivalency)

• Examples: Australia, Bangladesh, Canada, 
Ghana, India, Nepal, Kenya, Nigeria 



The French System

• Primary school is 5 years (ages 6-11)
• Lower secondary is 4 years (age 11-15)
• Upper secondary is 3 years (age 15-18)
• May award credits for CEGEP  
• Maitrise are typically 4 years (called 

License in some countries, though License 
in France is transfer credit)

• Examples: France, Benin, Quebec 
(Canada), Chad, Togo, Cameroon



The Soviet System

• Primary school is 4 years (ages 6-10)

• Basic general school is 5 years (10-15)

• Secondary school is 2 years (15-17)

• Intermediate diploma is 2 years (17-19) but 
is technically tertiary education

• Most Bachelor programs are 4-5 years  

• Examples: Russian Federation, Bulgaria, 
Poland, Ukraine, Uzbekistan



Grading Scales 

• WES grade conversions 

• IERF’s The New Country Index 

• Guide to Educational Systems around 
the World

• The transcript itself

• Whatever you use, be consistent!



Quarter Hours

• Do the math:
– (quarter hour x 2)/3 = semester hours
– Ex. 4 quarter hours = (4x2)/3 = 2.7

• Use rounded estimates:
– 1 = 0.5 6 = 4.0
– 2 = 1.5 7 = 4.5
– 3 = 2.0 8 = 5.5
– 4 = 2.5 9 = 6.0
– 5 = 3.5 10 = 6.5



General Rules for Credits

• One year = one year 

• One year = 30 semester hours (approx)

• Contact hours: 
– 15 class hours 1 semester hour 
– 45 class hours 3 semester hours 
– 45 lab hours  1 semester hour 



International Baccalaureate

• IB Diploma holders will receive a 
minimum of 24 semester hours. 

• Credit for IB Diplomas is awarded for 
both Standard and Higher Level exams 
with scores of 4, 5, 6, and 7. 

• IB certificate holders – OR those who 
have taken the IB exams – will be 
awarded credit for Higher Level (HL) 
exams with scores of 5, 6, or 7. 



IB Diploma



IB Certificate



A/AS Level

• British-based A Levels are given after 
13 years of primary and secondary 

• Not accepted for transfer credit at UNT:  
– Sri Lanka  A Level (equivalent to high 

school graduation)
– Hong Kong A Level (equivalent to high 

school graduation)
– Malaysian STP (pre-university)

• Set your own policy, but be consistent!



A/AS Level

• A Level Standard Credit Hours:
– Science – 8 hours 

– Foreign Languages – 8 hours 

– All others – 6 hours 

• A/S Level Standard Credit Hours: 
– Half as much as A level

– Don’t get both A and A/S credit 

• Transfer for grades A, B, or C only





ECTS

• Use half credit compared to assignment on 
transcript; 60 ECTS = 30 US credits

• No direct link between contact hours & credits
• Different institutions use different scales

• ECTS grading scale is recommended but not 
required

• Scales vary – need transcript of record or 
diploma supplement to determine scale





Taiwan: 5 year Junior College

• First 3 years of the 5-year junior college 
is secondary vocational education

• Last 2 years is junior college (tertiary) 
• Approximately 60 hours of lower-division 

transfer credit

• Credits are typically reduced: either use 
quarter hours, or reduce by 1. Set a 
policy, and BE CONSISTENT! 





India: Anna University

• Anna U has its own grading scale:
10     90-100  A+    9   80-90      A

8       70-79    B           7   60-69              C

6       55-59    D           5   50-54              D-

0       0-49      F

• Write the 0-10 number next to the marks

• Tally the numbers to get total points

• Divide by total number of classes 

• Multiply by 4 (4 pt scale), divide by 10 
• Example: 430/62 = 6.93 x 4 / 10 = 2.7 GPA 





Canada: 3 Year Degrees

• Alberta: most 3 year degrees were phased out 
in the 80s but some still 

• British Columbia: most Bachelor degrees are 4 
or 5 years

• Manitoba: have to research, but 3 year degrees 
are common

• New Brunswick: have to research school

• Newfoundland: have to research school

• Northwest Territories: can’t award Bach



Canada: 3 year degrees cont

• Nova Scotia: have to research school

• Nunavut: can’t award Bach

• Ontario: most Bachelors are 4 years
• Prince Edward Is.: mostly 4 year Bach

• Quebec: generally 3 year Bachelors 
after 1-2 year pre-university program

• Saskatchewan: 3 years are common
• Yukon: can’t award Bach







Germany: Abitur

• Generally represents 13 years of 
primary/secondary education

• Zeugnis der Allgemeinen 
HochschulreifeIs: entrance requirement 
for any type of university (Zeugnis der 
Facchochsulreife: Applied Universities)

• Subjects often listed with both written & 
oral component; worth same amount



Germany: Abitur cont

• May earn between 24 and 32 credits (4 
subjects for up to 6-8 credits each)

• Grading scale for exams:
15-13 Excellent    A 12-10 Very Good  B

9-7      Good             C 6-4  Pass             D

3-0      Fail                     F 

• At UNT, we don’t give credit for Ds or Fs

• Don’t assign grades, merely determine if 
C (like CLEP/AP); not reflected in GPA









France: Coefficients

• Coefficient basically tells the weight of 
the course, like a multiplier

• May or may not be equivalent to US 
credit hours; approx 15 cr/semester

• Two most important columns: grade (out 
of 20 points) and coefficient 

• Can make your own Total column by 
multiplying grade and coefficient



France: Coefficients cont

• Calculate a Grand Total and divide by 
total of multipliers to get semester 
average to see if student passed 

• Grading scale:
14-20         A 12-13.9 B

10-11.9      C 8 - 9.9            *

* may be considered passing if entire year is passing





China

• Chinese transcripts often have the 
grading scale printed on the document, 
or they may use the 4- or 5-point scale

• Credits can be reduced by quarter hours 
/reducing by 1, or by finding a multiplier

• If no credits are given, you may have to 
assume all classes are of equal value



 



 Russia

• When Russian credentials have contact 
hours, determine the length of time of the 
program to know your goal credits

• Add all numbers in the Hours column together 
and divide that by your goal credits for that 
time period 

• Divide that new figure into each row’s worth 
of hours to get your US credit

• Note that a lot of classes are “pass”





• Questions?

• This slideshow, and accompanying 
instructor notes is available online at: 
http://www.international.unt.edu/admissions/research

http://www.international.unt.edu/admissions/research


Credential Resources

• AACRAO EDGE

• Foreign Educational Credentials Required, 
AACRAO, 2003 

• The New Country Index, IERF, 2004

• A Guide to Education Systems around the 
World, NAFSA, 1999

• WES 
http://www.wes.org/gradeconversionguide/ 

http://www.wes.org/gradeconversionguide/
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