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Session Agenda:

• Background of NAFSA’s state-level IE 

resolutions effort

• Steps to secure a state-level IE resolution

• What can be done once you have a state-level 

IE resolution

• What if your state government already is 

supportive? Case study: West Virginia



Background:

• States serve as “laboratories of democracy” -
innovative federal policies often start life as 
innovative state policies.

• Post 9/11, international education resolutions 
were a positive way to respond to the 
challenging international education environment.

• First resolution enacted in California in 2002.  
Other states followed suit soon thereafter 
(Louisiana, Texas, Nevada).



Background (cont’):

• By collecting support at the state-level, we can 

leverage support for international education at 

the federal level.

• In June 2006, NAFSA launched an information 

clearinghouse on its website to track state-level 

international education initiatives.

• In February 2007, NAFSA set a goal of 25 state 

IE resolutions by the 2008 Annual Conference.



Current Status

• 18 states have passed resolutions in both 

legislative houses.

• 4 states have passed resolutions in either the 

House or Senate (NM,GA,MO,FL).

• 12 states have NAFSAns actively seeking 

resolutions.

• As of May 2008, there are 22 states with 

resolutions passed in at least one legislative 

chamber…Close!



*As of May 21, 2008



Resources

• NAFSA’s State-Level Initiatives:
http://www.nafsa.org/statelevel

• Resolution resources:
http://www.nafsa.org/resolutionresources

• NAFSA’s Advocacy Handbook:

http://www.nafsa.org/advocacyhandbook

• State Economic Impact Statements
http://www.nafsa.org/eis2007

http://www.nafsa.org/statelevel
http://www.nafsa.org/resolutionresources
http://www.nafsa.org/advocacyhandbook
http://www.nafsa.org/eis2007


For more information:

Contact govrel@nafsa.org to find out how 

who in your state is actively seeking a 

resolution or for information on how you 

can spearhead your own state’s efforts.

mailto:govrel@nafsa.org


Questions?
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As of May 21, 2008: 

 18 states have passed resolutions in both legislative houses 

 4 states have passed resolutions in either the House or Senate (*)

Florida* (April 2008) 

 Pennsylvania (April 2008) 

 Missouri* (April 2008)  

 Georgia* (March 2008)  

 Wisconsin (March 2008)  

 Illinois (March 2008)  

 West Virginia (March 2008)  

 New Mexico* (February 2008)  

 Massachusetts (February 2008)  

 Minnesota (May 2007)  

 Oklahoma (May 2007)  

 

 Vermont (May 2007)  

 Montana (April 2007)  

 Indiana (April 2007)  

 Hawaii (April 2007)  

 Arkansas (March 2007) 

 Nevada (May 2005) 

 Mississippi (February 2005) 

 Texas (May 2004; April 2005) 

 Louisiana (April 2003) 

 California (September 2002) 

 Kentucky (April 2002) 

 



Resources 

 

• NAFSA’s State-Level Initiatives: 

http://www.nafsa.org/statelevel 

• Resolution resources: 

http://www.nafsa.org/resolutionresources 

• NAFSA’s Advocacy Handbook:  

 http://www.nafsa.org/advocacyhandbook 

• State Economic Impact Statements 

http://www.nafsa.org/eis2007 

 

 

 

http://www.nafsa.org/statelevel
http://www.nafsa.org/resolutionresources
http://www.nafsa.org/advocacyhandbook
http://www.nafsa.org/eis2007


Securing Your State Resolution
GS-519 Advancing State-level Policy Resolutions

Stephen Ferst, Rutgers University



Gather 5-10 Committed People



Gather 5-10 Committed People



Form a Committee



Hammer out a plan



Pick jobs



Create the IE Proposal



Proposed Language



Examples



Economic Impact Statement



Support Systems



Go to the Legislature



Don’t Give Up



You



Not you



ADVANCING STATE LEVEL POLICY 

INITIATIVES 
(GS-519)

How to use the resolution to garner full state 

government support of international education and 

how it can further efforts in your state.

Adria L. Baker, Ed.D., Rice University



Step Back to Move Forward

1. How does my state contribute to the overall 

international education puzzle?

2. Do we have any international education “assets” to 

date? Can we begin to build on anything? Must we 

start from the beginning?

3. Do we have any international education “casualties”

that need to be addressed?



What we gain in doing it? – Formally clarify to our state, 
our institutions, and ourselves our intent. Focus efforts.

What are the weaknesses in the plan? – Buy in. Differences 
in priorities within the state and among international 
educators.

What are some opportunities that can be a result? – Do the 
math: 25+ states = Significant advancement towards a U.S. 
international education policy. Expand US 
competitiveness.  Enhance international education in your 
institution.

What would threaten a state international education 
resolutions’ purpose? – If world competition ceases. Lack 
of momentum in the efforts.

Is it Worth the Effort?



So, What Next? 

1. Meet with your governmental relations people to find

common ground.

2. Try to get as many original copies as possible and 

strategically  distribute them.

3. Make the resolution accessible to download in a pdf file,

so it can look like an original.

4. Seek feedback with colleagues about regulatory concerns. 

Make appointment to meet with reps - Resolution in hand.

5. Have an international education event and publically

present an original (or great copy) as an appreciation gift.



So, What Next? (cont.)  

6. Give a duplicate copy to every international student and 

study abroad student.

7. Help a colleague in another state that doesn’t have a

resolution to pull together their ad hoc committee to get one.

8. Use it as leverage to develop international competencies 

throughout  your campus.

9. Invite a legislator at the one-year mark to visit your campus,

and present him/her with a copy.

10. Make study abroad goals for your state and institution,

and use the policy as a motivator.



So, What Next? (cont.) 

11. Work with state to see how the REAL ID is going to

affect your international visitors. Offer to be a resource, 

and share the resolution.

12. Milk it to the max during International Education Week 

(IEW). Send a copy to state and national legislators.

13. Use it when writing or speaking with legislators about 

NAFSA advocacy alerts and immigration/visa concerns.

14. Use it to advocate expanding your role in your institution,

as well as getting needed staff, budget and space.

15. Begin plans for a “second generation” int’l education

policy in your state. Brainstorm issues with colleagues.



Questions?

Thank you!

Adria Baker

abaker@rice.edu

713-348-6095















Advancing State Level 

Policy Initiatives in 

West Virginia

Clark Egnor

Marshall University
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Overview of Initiatives
 Higher education community’s influence begins 

to build from 1980 through a statewide consortia 
for international studies (FACDIS).

 Secretary of Education & Arts establishes Cyrus 
Vance Award to recognize contributions of 
FACDIS in 2001.

 Governor Wise establishes Commission on 
International Education in 2003.

 HEPC establishes and funds WV and World 
Consortium to stimulate internationalization of 
campuses .

 WV Legislature passes a joint resolution on 
March 7, 2008.



West Virginia as a Unique 

Case Study

 Influence over international education 
policy started with the Governor (not 
the Legislature)

 Policy initiatives were significantly 
influenced by the higher education 
community.

 Already had state level support in place 
before the passage of an international 
education policy resolution.



The Problem

The Players

The Policy



The Problem

 West Virginian citizens are not being 
adequately prepared to live and work 
in the global environment.

 Significant, demographic, cultural 
and economic barriers exist to 
solving the problem.



The Problem
 Only 1.1% of state population is 

foreign born and only 2.7% speak a 
language other than English at home.

 West Virginia ranked 50th among 50 
states in the percentage of adults 
aged 25 to 64 with a bachelor’s 
degree or higher (18.7%).

 In 2004, West Virginia had the 2nd 
lowest personal income per capita 
among the 50 states ($25,792 per 
resident). 



The Problem

 WV colleges and universities have 
historically placed a low priority on 
international education (in terms of 
number of international student 
exchanges, foreign language 
learning, etc.).



 FACDIS (Faculty and Course 
Development in International 
Studies) since 1980. 

 Over 375 faculty members who 
international studies and foreign 
languages.

 Representing more than fifteen 
different disciplines.

 Every state college and university is 
a member.

The Players



The Players

 Governor Gaston Caperton made 
large investments in education; now 
President of College Board. 

 Governor Bob Wise, created the 
PROMISE scholarship; now President 
of the Alliance for Excellent 
Education.

 Both governors emphasized their 
views on education in their legislative 
programs, gave education a top 
priority in their campaign for office.



 WV Commission on International Education 
created by an executive order of Governor 
Wise in 2003 with support from Asia Society 
and Longview Foundation. 

 Chaired by WV Secretary of Education and 
the Arts

 Annual Cyrus Vance Awards 

 Recommendations for internationalizing K-12 
and higher education in a 2004 report .

The Players



The Players
 West Virginia Higher Education Policy 

Commission oversees the public 
policy agenda for the state's four-
year colleges and universities.

 Held state-level internationalization 
conference in April 2006 and soon 
after established the West Virginia 
and the World Consortium.

 Included international education 
goals in WV’s master plan for higher 
education from 2007 to 2012.



The Players
 West Virginia and the World 

Consortium for Internationalizing 
Higher Education in West Virginia 
established by HEPC.

 Represented by Campus 
Internationalization Committee at all 
of the public state colleges and 
universities.

 Released its strategic plan in August 
2006 and funded by HEPC to 
stimulate internationalization of 
campuses .



The Players

 The WV State Legislature, its Senate 
and House of Delegates, have made 
significant changes to the higher 
education system in past four years.

 Chair of Senate Education Committee 
sponsored a resolution (with 11 other co-

sponsors) supporting international 

education which was adopted by both 

houses in March 2008.



The Policy
 Inclusion of international education goals in the 

higher education master plan facilitated the 

adoption of the resolution.

 Solidified existing support we are currently 

receiving from the Higher Education Policy 

Commission.

 Broadened our support to include legislators and 

other key state officials.

 May open up new avenues for funding or increase 

funding to HEPC from legislature to target 

international education.
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