
TOM, DICK, and HARRY ARE 
ROLLING OUT THE RED 

CARPET IN YOUR HONOR 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

You'll learn the ins and outs, zeroing 
in on what's what. Brush up on 
something that may come in handy so 
that your students are not taken for a 
ride, left hanging, or feel like the cat 
has their tongue.  



 
 

AGENDA 
Opening Scene 

 
 
 

I.  Tease Your Brain With Pictures of Idioms. 
 
II.  Cover the Waterfront of the Idioms You 

 Use (Groups of 3). 
 
III.  With a Fine Tooth Comb List Idioms Found 

 in the Paragraph. 
   
III. Come to the Point of What Each of the 

 Idioms Mean. 
 

IV. Over All What is This Paragraph Trying to 
 Say? 

   
V.  Line up List of Idioms. 
   
VI. Give Pause to Case Studies (in triads). 
   
VII. Spot Light the Case Studies With Entire 

 Audience Present. 
 



VIII. Look into the Lexical List of Iowa City. 
IX.  Read Between the Lines of the Role-plays. 
 
X.  Wrap up of the Role-plays. 
 
XI. Anything over Your Head? 
 
XII. Food for Thought. 
   
XIII. Role up the Red Carpet and Close    

 Shop. 
  

    
 
 



 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Idiom: 
 
 
 

 ‘A peculiarity of phraseology approved by the usage of 
the language and often having a signification other than 
its grammatical or logical one.” 

- Oxford English Dictionary  

‘A group of words with a meaning of its own that is 
different from the meanings of each separate word 
put together’ 

- Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 

‘an expression in the usage of a language that is peculiar 
to itself either grammatically (as no, it wasn't me) or in 
having a meaning that cannot be derived from the 
conjoined meanings of its elements (as Monday week for 
"the Monday a week after next Monday") 

- WWWebster Dictionary 

 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 



Main Purposes:  
• International Educators become aware of the idiom and slang 

when speaking and writing 
• International Educators notice when one does not understand the 

idiom or slang 
• International Educators pause in the conversation to ask if one 

understands 
• International Educators be able to explain the idiom or slang 

when one is used 
 
 
 

Use of Presentation: 
• International Student/Scholar Orientations 
• ESL classes 
• International Education Week 
• Training of staff on issues surrounding international 

students/scholars 
• Faculty when teaching and talking to international 

students/scholars 
 
Other times when you could use this session??????? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
ADDITIONS????? 

 
Some Strategies and Cautions About  

Idioms and Slang 
 
 



Idioms You Use 
 



Give Pause to Case Studies 
 
 

Divide into groups of 3.  Choose someone to be number 1, number 2 
and number 3.  Keep these numbers through out the entire exercise.  
We will give you about 5 minutes to talk about each scenario in your 
groups of 3.  Two people will have the discussion while the third person 
observes and take notes of how many idioms are used during the 
conversation.  This person will try to write them down as the 
conversation takes place. Talk at the pace that you normally do and use 
every day conversation style and tone. 
 
 
Scenario 1 
 
Friday afternoon at the NAFSA conference. 
You are sitting next to someone you do not know but have seen them at the conference.  You 
are going to talk to each other about what sessions you have been to, which ones you liked best 
and how you will take this information back to your campus.  You may also want to talk about 
what part of the conference you have found most interesting. Also talk about what areas you 
would like to volunteer in at the next conference and why. 
 
1 speaks to 2 
2 speaks to 1 
3 writes down the idioms 
 
 
 
Scenario 2 
 
Office birthday party 
Your office is holding its annual get-together to celebrate the birthdays for that month.  A friend 
of yours shows up that you have not seen in some time.  You get come cake and coffee and sit 
down next to her/him.  You start to talk about what you did on Halloween and how you 
celebrated the event.  You also start to talk about what programs you did on campus for the 
international community to teach them about Halloween.  You can also talk about your favorite 
Halloween. 
 
1 speaks to 3 
3 speaks to 1 
2 writes down the idioms 



Scenario 3 
 
Dinner with friends 
You have gone to dinner with a friend and you are talking about what you have been doing in 
your free time.  You may also want to talk about work or family.  You also talk about how your 
relationships are going and what you plan to do over the December break. 
 
3 speaks to 2 
2 speaks to 3 
1 writes down the idioms 
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Read Between the 
Lines of the Role-plays 

 
 
 

Student and TV 
 

Two roommates are talking about getting a TV for the apartment. 
 
Starring:   Reza and Marl 
LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL 
 
 
 
 

New Student and Winter 
 

Student has just arrived from Nigeria and it is January.  She is 
talking to her daughter while she gets ready for Jr. High. 
 
Starring:  Mrs. Gupta and Virginia 
LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL 

 
 
 
 

Student Meeting a  
Friend for Lunch 

 

Alice is meeting her old friend Isabel for lunch in a 
restaurant near campus.  Alice went back to Russia 3 years 
ago and just came back to open up a Vodka business.   
 

Starring:  Alice and Isabelle:  
LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL  



Sam is a real cool cat.  He never 
blows his stack; he hardly ever flies 
off the handle.  What’s more, he 
knows how to get away with 
things…  Well, of course, he is 
getting on, too.  His hair is pepper 
and salt, but he knows how to make 
up for lost time by taking it easy.  
He gets up early, works out, and 
turns in early.  He takes care of his 
hot dog stand like a breeze until he 
gets time off.  Sam’s got it made; 
this is it for him. 
 



Sam is really a calm person.  He never loses 
control of himself; he hardly ever becomes 
very angry.  Furthermore, he knows how to 
manage his business financially by using a 
few tricks… Needless to say, he is also getting 
older.  His hair is beginning to turn gray, but 
he knows how to compensate for wasted time 
by relaxing.  He rises early, exercises, and 
goes to bed early.  He manages his frankfurter 
stand without visible effort, until it is someone 
else’s turn to work there.  Sam is successful; 
he has reached his life’s goal. 
 



Questions from Paragraph  
 
 
 
 

1. With a Fine Tooth Comb List 
 Idioms Found in the Paragraph. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Come to the Point of What Each  of 
the Idioms Mean. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Over All What is This Paragraph 
 Trying to Say? 
 



 


