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What are parents thinking? 

• 58% say the kid decides to go abroad 
• 80% of information on a college comes from the internet 
• 14% go to a college fair 
• 76% say the kid decides on which school, BUT 
•  53% say they have a minimum rank requirement 
• 97% say they would sit through webinars gladly if there were Chinese subtitles 
• 100% wished that college fairs and information were in Chinese.  Many respondents stated that 

they reason the child gets more in say in choosing is because the parent has to rely on the student 
for information. 

• Parents rank what they think you are looking for in a student (in order of importance): 
1) Student’s ability 
2) Extra-Currics 
3) TOEFL/SAT/ACT 
4) GPA  
 
We’ve done such a good job in US admissions talking about students being well-rounded that 
many parents are under the misconception that the TOEFL/SAT/ACT is not as important as the first 
two.  However, since they figure they can cram for 3 and cheat on 4, it’s not a big issue.  But it 
should continue to be a big issue for admissions – is the applicant actually academically prepared?  

 
What do parents say they want to know about? 

• Admissions standards 
• Student life 
• Academic level of students and faculty 
• Professional advantage of your degree 
• Direction and educational vision of the school 
• Facilities  
• Tuition fees   
• Graduation rate of Chinese 
• Rankings in all areas  
• Acceptance rate for graduate school and which schools 
• Scholarships and Financial Aid availability  
• History of admitting Chinese students and current number 
• Safety  

 
In order of number of times listed.  The parents are still in the dark about how admissions works.  As 
they hear more and more stories about students not graduating, they want your school’s data on 
Chinese graduation rates and graduate school admissions – not the whole student body – but the 
Chinese data.  More and more are also looking at “a lot of Chinese students = lower standards”. They 
still want competitiveness.  

Results of a survey conducted by The Affiliated High School of Peking University between March 1 and May 8, 2015 of 400+ 
Chinese families of students in Grade 9 considering sending their child abroad for university. 
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A Meditation on Rank 
 
What you might not fully realize is that a large number of full tuition paying families are average middle 
class families.  Just looking at the student body of The Affiliated High School of Peking University shows 
the reality of this.  The school has roughly 25% of its students applying to go abroad (approx. 120 in the 
class of 2016).  Data shows that the median income of the family is between $30,000 and $80,000 USD. 
Family savings is also usually just enough to cover four years of college tuition and expenses in the States. 
 
When they show you their proof of assets for paying tuition, that’s often not just a “university fund” but 
their life savings.  Think on that for a moment – the responsibility you have to getting the right student 
for your program and making sure the student is academically ready to handle your curriculum and 
graduate on time in four years.  The child is the family’s safety net, insurance plan, and retirement fund.  
The culture is still to take care of the parents in retirement.  So you can’t blame families for looking only 
at rank – they need to guess the ROI on their investment and minimize the risk.  And with students 
making the decision to go abroad (58% polled), not the parents, middle class parents feel pressure to give 
their kid every advantage possible.  And if the kid marries a Chinese from another single child home, that 
couple will need an income to take care of three families (their own plus two sets of grandparents).   The 
rank isn’t just about bragging rights – it’s about security.  Of course, there are lots of newly rich families 
too, but look at the incomes, not just the savings account.  Do you have the proper student services to 
ensure the kid will succeed?  
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