
Overview complementary Higher education Transparency Initiatives 

 
The European Commission supports a series of pilot projects to explore new ways to enhance the 

transparency of the missions and performances of higher education institutions. The projects are 

complementary and the Commission will promote synergies between them: 

 

1) Feasibility study for creating a European University Data Collection (EUMIDA) 

This project will build up a complete census of European universities and launch a pilot data collection 

with particular emphasis on those universities that are research-active. This will provide the 

foundation for a coherent and integrated European statistical information system on all of the activities 

conducted by universities, including education and research. The data are to be collected through the 

National Statistical Offices. The first results are expected in 2010. Such comparable data provide inter 

alia the basis for future classification and ranking exercises.  

http://ec.europa.eu/euraxess/index_en.cfm?l1=23&l2=0&l3=1&newsletter=16_01 

 

2) Classifying European Higher Education Institutions 

This project is testing the possibility to map the diversity of higher education institutions according to 

their various missions such as education, research, innovation, regional involvement and 

internationalisation. The project will result in a report with recommendations on dimensions and 

indicators to be used, an on-line self-assessment tool and an organisation model for the 

implementation of classification. The project builds in part on the US Carnegie Classification. Results 

are expected in 2010. Classification allows for comparison and ranking of institutions with similar 

missions. http://www.utwente.nl/cheps/research/projects/ceihe/ 

 

3) Design and test the feasibility of a Multi-dimensional Global University Ranking   

This project will examine ways to measure and make transparent the performances of higher education 

and research institutions in the execution of their various missions such as education, research, 

innovation, regional involvement and internationalisation. It will allow the reader to evaluate the 

performance of an institution for each mission related to different fields of study (e.g. engineering or 

social sciences).  The project started in May 2009 and will have its final report in May 2011. 

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/education_culture/calls/tenders_en.html 

 

As regards education performance, it is worth noting that OECD is caring out a pilot project on the 

Assessment of Higher Education Learning Outcomes (AHELO). The Erasmus supported project 

"Tuning Educational Structures in Europe" is involved in this exercise. Results are expected in 2010. 

This type of assessment could, in due course, contribute to the ranking of educational performances of 

higher education institutions. 

http://www.oecd.org/document/22/0,3343,en_2649_35961291_40624662_1_1_1_1,00.html 

 

As regards research performance, it is worth noting that the Commission has installed an  Expert 

Group on the Assessment of University based research (DG RTD is chef de file), with the objective 

of developing a multi-dimensional and multi-user assessment methodology, taking into account the 

diversity in research (e.g. disciplines). The final report of the Expert Group is expected by September 

2009.  

http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regexpert/detail.cfm?ref=2156&l=E 

 

As regards the "third mission" of universities,  a KA-1 project has been selected in the yearly LLP 

Call for Proposal 2008, which concerns the development of indicators for benchmarking excellence 

practices and ranking  in three fields: lifelong learning, science parks and international 

cooperation) The project is coordinated by the University of Valencia, including a network of 7 

universities in Denmark, Austria, Ireland, Finland, Portugal, UK and Slovenia. The contract was 

signed by the end of 2008. The project runs over 30 months. 
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