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• The Community College English Language Institute (CCELI)

– U.S. Department of State short-term program to provide underserved populations in 
countries of interest an academic and cultural experience in the United States 
(Intensive English Undergraduate Program)

– St. Louis Community College program (CCELI)  = 60 students for eight-weeks, divided 
among three of the campuses

– Focus is on community building and sustainability for one of the campus sites

• International Student Adjustment Model (Cundiff, 2009)

– What is it?

– How our program “fit.”

• Core Learning Capabilities (Senge, 2005)

– Aspirations

– Reflective Conversation

– Understanding Complexity

• Art ‘Class’

– Receiving

• Leaving

– Trading cards

– Tibetan peace flags

– Boxes

“Never in my life have I ever imagined that one day I would be staying in the United States for two months, with 
other students from Asia. All of us have bonded together so well and have become somewhat family in such a 
short time. This experience has taught me that although we are all different in many ways, we are the same in a 
great deal as well. I realized this when all of us laughed at the same jokes and identified with each other’s 
predicaments. What makes this experience even more interesting is the fact that all of us, although 
geographically near, have to go all the way to the other side of the world, to meet each other. I believe that all of 
us, will bring something meaningful back into our countries, along with memories that will never fade away.”



Student & Programmatic Assessment

*data below reflects 60 CCELI participants

Student Surveys

Faculty Assessment of English Growth

Change in U.S. Cultural Perceptions

Sustained Online Involvement
No 
change: 
0%

Low: 8%

Moderate: 
53%

High: 39%

Thailand: 
0% (0/2)

Burma: 14% 
(1/7)

Philippines: 25% 
(1/4)

Mongolia: 50% (6/12)

Laos: 55% (6/11)

Malaysia: 67% (6/9)

Vietnam: 86% (6/7)

Cambodia: 100% (8/8)

External Comments

“I must admit that during recruitment last fall, I was a little 
skeptical about what such a short program could 
accomplish, as well as about sending a group of Malaysians 
to frigid St. Louis in winter. Well, I stand corrected. These 
students had the time of their lives. What we MACEE staff 
noticed was not only how much their English had improved, 
but the greater poise, self-confidence, and maturity they 
exhibited compared to before their departure. They had 
really blossomed! And they were all very impressed with 
the U.S. and American society. Some are now talking 
excitedly about pursuing their studies in the U.S.”


