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The Linking Individuals Knowledge and Culture Program 

LINC Experience 
 

 

Linking Individuals Knowledge and Culture 

Program - LINC program is one of the many 

student exchange programs offered for 

students in Egypt. I participated in that 

program two years ago. Eight Iraqi students 

along with eight Egyptians traveled to the 

United States, and spent a month there, 

while American students came to spend a 

month in Egypt.  

 

 

 

When I decided to apply to the program, I was hoping to know more about the 

American culture, the people, the language, their art, their lifestyle, and even their 

everyday life. I was eager to get to know more and about the American life. And I 

have to say many people here still believe in the stereotypes they hear about the 

United States, and actually some people I know were not very excited about my trip to 

the United States, because of what they hear about the American's prospective of the 

Arabs. 

 

Youth promoting peace - Peace March- Ohio 
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Being on that program, changed a lot of my thoughts and taught me a lot as well. I 

was never the one who thought that the Americans are Arab haters or anything, but I 

didn’t think that they would be that hospitable and nice. In fact, the Americans were 

just as eager and curious as we were to get to know us better. And almost none of 

them had a bad idea about the Arabs like most people thought. 

 

When youth from different cultures get together, they sure affect each other in one 

way or another, and we learned a lot from the American youth. They are more  

 

 

independent and punctual, and this is something that I learned from them. I was also 

impressed by the great connection between family members and the beautiful relation 

between friends, they get together regularly, and they always meet up, go out and do 

activities together. I also admired the strong bond between family members, one of the 

stereotypes about the Westerners is that they are a bit disconnected from each other 

when it comes to family matters, as they lead a busy life, and careers, besides the 

technology that disconnected people in some form, but what I've seen there 

completely changed that thought, people there care about each other, are happy for 

each other, and are helpful. They share each other life events, in the happy and sad 

moments, and I guess this is something we lack back here in Egypt, maybe owing to 

our busy life. 

 

That program did booster my point of view and opinion about the American culture, 

we are the same people in the end, and we have the same needs, maybe we have 

different beliefs, cultures, and backgrounds, but we still want the same things, a 

peaceful happy life. 

 

And when I came back, I encouraged a friend of mine to go on one of those exchange 

programs, and luckily she got to spend a year abroad, she hasn't come back yet, but I 

can tell she learned a lot. 

 

These programs benefit students in many ways, on the personal side; I learned 

independence, co-existence, tolerance and acquiring new values while not losing my 

identity. And on a wider scale, those programs are also very important these days, 

since young people know more about each other, and that is what matters the most. 

Those youth will grow up to be politicians and economists or will be in any other 

position in the society, so it is better to have "world leaders" who know that we all 

want to live in peace and that nobody hates the "other" we just fear what we do not 

know. 

 

 

©Nada Mohamed Essam 
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Middle East Adventure 

By Patricia Doxsey, Freeman staff  

http://www.dailyfreeman.com/site/index.cfm?newsid=17681556&BRD=1769&PAG=461&dept_id=74969
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01/08/2007  

 

Chloe Bordewich sits in her home with a small camel, one of the few souvenirs 
she brought back from Egypt. . 

 

RED HOOK - What started with an Internet search for a summertime 

activity, ended for Red Hook teenager Chloe Bordewich in a sojourn to a 

land thousands of miles from her home and the immersion in a culture 

light-years different from her own.  

A 16-year-old student at Red Hook High School, Bordewich spent three 

weeks in July in Egypt, through LINC (Linking Individuals, Knowledge 

and Culture), a U.S. State Department program coordinated by AMID East.  

The daughter of Fergus and Jean Bordewich, Bordewich was one of 16 youths from around the United 

States to participate in the exchange program, which also brought teenagers from Iraq and Egypt to the U.S.  

Her mother is chief of staff for newly elected U.S. Rep. John Hall, D-Dover, a former aide to U.S. Sen. 

Charles Schumer, D-N.Y., and a former Red Hook Town Board member.  
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Bordewich won the Freeman-sponsored Regional Spelling Bee in 2003 and 2004 and placed eighth in the 

Scripps National Spelling Bee in Washington, D.C., in 2004.  

For three weeks, Bordewich lived in Cairo with her host family, splitting her time between the required 

cultural immersion and community service activities scheduled through the program, and living the 

everyday life of her host family.  

 

 

 

What she discovered in the country so few Americans have visited is a study in contrasts - the wealthy 

privileged life of her host family, where maids tended to all the household duties and drivers ferried the 

family about, and the abject poverty of the surrounding countryside, where peasants lived in mud huts and 

amid squalor.  

But she also found a country working diligently to improve the lives of its people. In the village of 

Qalahana, outside Cairo, Bordewich and her fellow exchange students listened with villagers to a 

presentation about the importance of sanitation and oral hygiene.  

In another village, she attended a program on the importance of recycling for the wives of the area's garbage 

collectors.  

On another day, Bordewich visited Tunis, an oasis village which was home to a pottery school for children, 

and on another, she spent some time at a refugee camp school.  

"Spending time with those little kids was some of the most valuable time I spent there," said Bordewich. "It 

really meant a lot to us because we don't get a lot of exposure to underprivileged kids."  

In her day-to-day life in Egypt, Bordewich discovered a more laid-back and relaxed culture, one, she said, 

that isn't as obsessed with time as American culture.  

"They're very imprecise with time," said Bordewich. "I thought I was late for everything until I met them.  

"Egyptians have a much different concept of time than we do. They like to sit around a lot. At first it made 

me really stressed out, but then I realized it was part of the experience."  

Surprisingly, Bordewich said, dress in Egypt is not significantly different than it is in the United States. Her 

host mother, she said, did cover her head when she went out in public, and many women wore long sleeves 

and long pants, but the teenagers, she said, wore capris and short-sleeved shirts. At the beach, she said, girls 

and women were in bikinis.  

"I was more worried about (how I should dress) than I had to be," she said, adding that the only items they 

were really urged not to wear was shorts.  

What Bordewich didn't find during her three-week stay, was any prejudice or animosity toward her as an 

American.  
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"I felt completely safe the whole time I was in Egypt," said Bordewich. "People here said I was brave to be 

going to an Arab country, but that wasn't the case at all.  

"The Egyptian kids I met were sort of insulted by (that belief)," she said. "I felt completely safe from a 

political perspective.  

Although not all their information about the United States was accurate - they are taught in school for 

instance, that President Bush is Jewish - the Egyptian people she came in contact with had a good basic 

understanding of the American way of life.  

"The people there for the most part were much more knowledgeable," said Bordewich. "I would say young 

people were much more open to American culture and know a lot more about our culture than people here 

know about the Arab culture."  

Bordewich said that she returned home with a sense of optimism about the future.  

"One thing I definitely took away from it is the realization of how really similar they are to us," said 

Bordewich. "People here think 'Oh, they're crazy Middle Eastern terrorists,' but meeting all those people and 

talking to them, they are some of the nicest people I've ever met.  

"It makes me really hopeful that in the future we can stop the conflicts we have in the Middle East," she 

said.  

©Daily Freeman 2008 
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Disability Is Never a Challenge for Mahasen 

Mahasen Mohamed was a graduate of Al Nour Wal Amal Association. This association works 

on improving the educational and enhances the skills and capabilities of the disabled women in 

the Egyptian society. Mahasen has recently finalized her Masters degree in Cultural 

Foundations of Education from the University of Syracuse, New York under the International 

Fellowships Program (IFP).  She is currently pursuing her PhD degree at the University of 

Syracuse in media under a fellowship from the university. She is sharing her educational 

experience with people with special needs in different organizations in the media field. She is a 

visually impaired IFP Alumna who fought her way through education.  

 

 

Mahasen – Al Nour Wal Amal Association 

graduate receiving an award from First  Lady: 

Ms. Suzan Mubarak  
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The following question was asked to Mahasen at one time: What is the best and worst issue you 

encountered during your two year fellowship? 

 

 

 

I would  like to thank Ford Foundation as a woman and disabled person for giving me this great 

opportunity and  every one who supported me.  The best experience that I got this scholarship,  

is traveling to the US which has been an  enriching experience in terms of culture, education 

and diversity which I gained from my studies; Cultural Foundations of Education and 

acertificate in Disability Studies. These studies, with my own experiences, provided me with a 

cross cultural knowledge which allowed  me to work in this field further to enhance the 

empower women with disabilities.   

Throughout  the two years that I spent in the United States, I found out that I can shift the 

negative attitudes which are affiliated with a person with disabilities. Personal strength and 

confidence  gained through this experience  makes me want to be the tool that changes people's 

attitudes towards the disabled.  Also, The vast cultural diversity in New York, both on-campus 

and within the community, enabled me to meet and get to know people from many different 

walks of life, including other people with disabilities.  These interactions helped enlighten my 

own perspectives, as well as the perspectives of others  and have provided valuable insight into 

the various cultural attitudes toward me.  I can say that I had an overall positive experience 

during my fellowship. Yes, I had some difficulties which anyone might encounter  during 

residing in a different culture.  I think that I successefully achieved my goal, University of 

Syracuse has provided me with a scolarship to complete my PhD degree and I will be returning 

back in spring 08 to commence the degree.  

 

©Mahasen Mohamed 

IFP Alumna 
mahasenali@hotmail.com 
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