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March 24, 2009 

Indian Universities Will Finally Shift to 
Semester System and Choice-
Based Credits 

New Delhi — Acceding to longstanding 
demands by academics, India’s university 
regulator has decided that universities must offer 
semester-based courses with a system of course 
credits based on student choice, the Indian 
Express reported. Students will also be allowed 
to take courses at different institutions than their 
home university and receive credit for those 
classes. 

The regulator, the University Grants 
Commission, has told universities that the 
changes must be in place within two years, the 
newspaper said. 

Until now, universities did not divide the year 
into semesters and held annual examinations at 
the end of each academic year but none in the 
middle of the year. That schedule meant there 
was no continual evaluation of students. In 
addition, undergraduate degrees had rigid 
curricula, with majors in one discipline barred 
from taking courses in an unrelated field or at a 
comparable institution. Students registered at 
one university were forbidden to take courses at 
another, and credits were not transferable. —
Shailaja Neelakantan 
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Comments 

1. And in the UK, we’re starting to look back 
at dropping semesters & moving more 
towards a single assessment period at the 
end of the year, rather than two. (That’s 
how it was when I was an Undergraduate 
student, c. 25 years ago) 

— Emma    Mar 24, 12:23 PM    #  

2. Emma, I’m curious. What’s the rationale 
for changing to an annual cycle, after 
having had two semester a year? 

— CR    Mar 24, 03:29 PM    #  

3. Here in the US, we are trying to phase out 
the quarter system and move to a 
semester-based evaluation in the entire 
country. However, we do and still will 
have the mid-semester evaluation. 

— Ban    Mar 24, 04:23 PM    #  

4. I received my Bachelor’s degree (Physics, 
Chemistry & Mathematics) and Master’s 
degree in Physics from the University of 
Allahabad. At that time Allahabad was 
one of the top universities in Physics, and 
it was very hard to get admission into 
A.U.’s physics major program, especially 
at Master’s level. On the other hand any 
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California May Fall One Million College Graduates Short by 
2025, Report Says  

Only 35 percent of the state’s working-age adults are 
predicted to have a bachelor’s degree, well short of the 41 
percent who are expected to need one. 
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Million-Dollar Mystery: Anonymous Donors Even the Colleges 
Don't Know  

At least nine colleges have received gifts totaling more than 
$45-million in recent weeks from donors who don’t want to 
reveal their identity at all. 
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Researcher Signals Approval of New Policy Direction by 
Naming a Lichen for Obama  

The scientist, at the University of California at Riverside, 
wanted to show his appreciation “for the president’s support 
of science and science education.” 
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Duncan and Chinese Minister Sign Higher-
Education Agreement  

The two nations pledged to work together on higher-
education partnerships. 
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Holistic Approach Is Overrated as Admissions Tool, 
Says Researcher  

At a conference at Wake Forest University, admissions 
professionals are warned about the limits of holistic 
evaluations. 
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