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Bologna Countdown

• By the year 2010 European countries 
will have implemented major changes 
to their educational systems. This 
session will provide an overview of the 
Bologna Process and highlight 
changes in key countries. Participants 
will view sample documents showing 
the most recent changes and learn 
how their colleagues are evaluating 
these credentials for admissions 
purposes.



Session Topics
• Overview of the Bologna Process
• Highlights of Implementation
• Report  from the Field: 

Scandinavia & Eastern Europe
• Changes in Key Countries: 

Germany & Italy 
• Approaches to evaluating for US 

graduate admissions
• Approaches to evaluating for US 

undergraduate admissions
• European Admissions 

Perspectives
• Questions



BOLOGNA 
PROCESS

Some order in European 
Degrees

46 Countries + 
Stakeholders

European Commission, 
Council of Europe, 

Unesco
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TREE CYCLES (BA-
MA-DOC)

QUALITY 
ASSURANCE

SMOOTH 
RECOGNITION

BOLOGNA 
OBJECTIVES



THREE CYCLES: 
LENGTH

Bachelor: 3 to 4 years (180-
240 ECTS)

Master: 1 to 2 years (60-120 
ECTS)

Doctorate: 3 years (180 
ECTS?) 



THREE CYCLES: 
FOCUS

STUDENT CENTRED

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
(know and can do)
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Bologna Framework for 
EHEA

EQF for for LLL (8 levels)

NQF for countries

SQF for sectors (Tuning 
Project)

THREE CYCLES: CONTENT
QUALIFICATIONS 
FRAMEWORKS
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European Standards and 
Guidelines

Internal Quality Culture 

External reviews by 
agencies

European Register of 
Agencies (EQAR)

QUALITY 
ASSURANCE 
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Lisbon Recognition 
Convention
(Fair recognition procedures)

No Automatic 
Recognition
(exept for some EU regulated 
professions)

SMOOTH 
RECOGNITION
The Principles:



SMOOTH RECOGNITION
The Tools:

ECTS Credits
Workload needed for Learning 

Outcomes 
Course Catalogues, Learning 

Agreement, 
Transcripts

Diploma Supplement for all

ENIC-NARIC Centers give 
advice
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ECTS Key Features 
confirmed 2007

ECTS Users Guide updated 
2008

ECTS Label re-launched 
2009

ECTS UPDATE



BOLOGNA IMPLEMENTATION
THE SOURCES:

Bologna Stocktaking 
(scorecards)

Eurydice Focus Reports 
(degree charts)

Trends Reports EUA 
(university view)

Bologna with Student Eyes 
(ESU)



BOLOGNA IMPLEMENTATION
THE RESULTS 2007:

Three Cycles: in most 
countries

NQF: All countries have 
started

Quality: Reviews in all 
countries

DS for all: in most countries

ECTS credits in most 
programs
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Qrossroads database of 
reviews

Database of institutions

European Classification and 
Ranking
Assesment of HE Learning 
Outcomes:
AHELO (PISA for HE)

TRANSPARENCY OF
HE PERFORMANCE 



Report from the Field: 
Scandinavia

“Transcripts can be
inconsistent.”

“Increased number of 
international/English taught 
programs.”



Report from the Field: 
Norway

“Schools have swiched to 3+2 
and are using ECTS credits 
and grading schemes. I think 
it's pretty much across the 
board.”



Report from the Field: 
Sweden

“The implementation of the 
new system was rather 
quick. We saw changes in 
early 2000s. Occasionally, 
certain professional 
programs are not subject to 
the Bologna reforms (as 
usual, e.g. dentistry etc.)”



Report from the Field: 
Sweden

“ECTS has been in use but only in recent 
years. Usually, the transcript indicates 
the type of credit by explaining how 
many credits represent one year of full 
time study, i.e. 40/year =Swedish 
poang, 60/year equals ECTS. They 
don't name the credits as ECTS, they 
just say "credits". That's why you have 
to carefully read the transcript.”

“Diploma Supplements: Some are 
generic addenda that describe the 
educational structure in Sweden only. 
Others do the same PLUS describe 
the qualification earned, admission 
standards, program length, grading 
scale etc. Hardly ever do they include 
a course listing. Usually the transcript 
itself serves this purpose.”



Report from the Field: 
Denmark

“I did an evaluation of a unified, 5-
year Candidate program 
completed in 2000 at the 
University of Copenhagen.  In 
that same year, I had another 
case where a student was 
awarded a Bachelorgraden and a 
Candidatus Scientiarum 3 years 
later.”

“A higher education reform with the 
3 + 2 Bologna structure was 
introduced to the university 
sector in Denmark in1993. “



Report from the Field: 
Bulgaria

“I haven't seen any diploma supplements 
yet, but their educational reforms in the 
early 1990's led to new documentation 
being implemented across the country. 
While the new documents are very 
easy to use, sometimes it requires 
having the Diploma, the Attachment to 
the Diploma, and an Academic Record 
to get everything we need. For 
example, the Diploma lists the number 
of years in the program, but the 
Spravka lists number of semesters.  
Sometimes 9 semesters programs 
were being listed as 5 years. “









Report from the Field: 
Romania

“Romania seems to be using Diploma 
Supplements more and more. Or at 
least some pseudo version of it. “

“The actual Diploma Supplement is not 
very common yet. Their transcripts 
provide all necessary information 
usually, so perhaps that's why they 
don't request the DS upon graduation.”

"The Diploma Supplement was 
introduced on the basis of the 
Ministerial Order adopted in April 
2000.”



Report from the Field: 
Romania

“They implemented the ECTS compatible 
credit system early on in the process.“

“Use of ECTS is definitely very common 
and we have been seeing it for quite a 
few years already. ECTS credits are 
consistent per each year of study, but 
we have seen various credit values for 
the thesis or the diploma examinations. 
These always are in addition to the 
standard 240 ECTS for a four-year 
program.”



Report from the Field: 
Romania

“As far the changes and Bologna, there is 
a ton of information on their Ministry of 
Education website, but it's in 
Romanian, so I would go to Eurybase 
instead. It has a 2006/07 detailed 
update on the system.“

“The complete description of the system 
available on Eurybase can be found at:

http://www.eurydice.org/ressources/euryi
ce/eurybase/pdf/0_integral/RO_EN.pdf

Look, in particular, at Chapter 11 (The 
European Dimension) which discusses 
the history of European co-operation 
initiatives in Romania, including the 
Bologna process (Good for 
background reading and a few short 
notes).”



Changes in Germany 
& Italy

• More Consistent Documentation

– More so in Italy than Germany
• Italy implemented the principles of the 

Bologna Process through national laws 
and regulations valid and compulsory 
for all Higher Education Institutions.



Changes in Germany 
& Italy

– Germany still showing variety

• Germany is still graduating students in 
traditional and new education systems.

• Despite numerous challenges and 
cultural resistance to the Bologna 
Process, Germany has registered 
significant progress in adopting the 
educational reforms.  According to the 
2007 Hochschulrektorenkonference 
(The Conference of University 
Presidents), 48% of the total of 
programs of study in Germany are 
under the new system.  That number is 
expected to exceed 60% by the next 
academic year.



Changes in Germany 
& Italy

• Documentation gives the 
new degree names

• Information about the 
structure easily found on the 
web



Germany –
Higher Education 

Institutions
• Universities (Universitäten) – teaching and study 

are to prepare students for a profession in a certain 
sphere of activity; impart particular knowledge, skills 
and methods so as to enable them to perform 
scientific or artistic work.

• Colleges of Art and Music (Kunst- und 
Musikhochschulen) – prepare students for artistic 
professions and teaching of music and art.

• Universities of Applied Science
(Fachhochschulen) – emphasis on practical 
application and closer links with the requirements of 
the professional world; include a semester of 
practical experience (Praxissemester).

• Professional Academies (Berufsakademien) –
receive academic training at study institutions 
(Studienakademien) and practical career training in 
a training establishment.

• Advanced Technical School (Fachschulen) –
continuing vocational training to enable skilled 
workers usually with job experience to take on 
management functions.



Germany - University Degrees

New System Certification at 
Universities as of 2004
(Same terminology used in German 
report.)

Old System of Certification at 
Universities as of 2004 

Bachelor of: (3-4 years; 180-240 ECTS)
-Arts (B.A.)
-Science (B.Sc.)
-Engineering (B.Eng.)
-Laws (L.L.B.) 

Master of: (1-2 years; 60-120 ECTS))
-Arts (M.A.)
-Science (M.Sc.)
-Engineering (M.Eng.)
-Laws (L.L.M.)

Diplomprüfung (diploma examination)
-4+ years 
Magisterprüfung (magister 
examination)Staatsprüfung (state 
examination)-3.5 to 4.5 years

Doctorate-declared as third cycle in 
2003. 
In 2005 the BMBF (Bundesministerium 
für Bildung und Forschung) Federal 
Ministry of Education and Research 
organized an international conference in 
Austria on the topic of doctoral training.

Doktorgrad (title of Doctor) 



Germany - Fachhochschulen 

(Universities of Applied Science)

New System of Certification at 
Fachhochschulen (Universities 
of Applied Science) as of 2004 
(Same terminology used in 
German report.)

Old System of Certification at 
Fachhochschulen (Universities 
of Applied Science) as of 2004 

Bachelor of: (3-4 years)
-Arts (B.A.)
-Science (B.Sc.)
-Engineering (B.Eng.)
-Laws (L.L.B.) 

Diplomgrad (title of profession, e.g. 
Diplomingenieur FH)
-3.5 to 4+ years 

Master of: (1-2 years)
-Arts (M.A.)
-Science (M.Sc.)
-Engineering (M.Eng.)
-Laws (L.L.M.)

Not authorized to award doctoral 
degrees.

Not authorized to award doctoral 
degrees.



Germany - ECTS

• ECTS now mandatory for all degree 
programs for credit transfer and credit 
accumulations.

• Based on the convention that 60 
credits equals one year of full-time 
academic work.

• Not implemented consistently, even 
within the same institutions.
– Causes problems when trying to 

determine transfer credit.



Germany 

• Gender Distribution-Many women opting out 
after 3-year bachelor for family purposes.  This 
was not expected or intended.

• Initially no real curriculum change, but a 
relabeling of traditional degree.

• Diploma Supplement still not available for all 
programs.

• Students were concerned that access to higher 
level would be over-regulated and less flexible.  
However, Germany has full, or almost full 
access for all students to at least one second 
cycle program without major transitional 
problems (within same field of study)
-Taken from Bologna with Student Eyes 2005



Germany

• Students finding that the 6 semester bachelor 
leaves little time for study abroad. The same 
article goes on to say that 6 semesters are not 
dogma.

• Currently about 8000 of 12500 possible areas 
of study are converted to the BA and MA 
structure. (Hochschulrektorenkonferenz)  In the 
Fachhochschulen the conversion is almost 
complete.

• Teachers are now more concerned about 
employment prospects for their graduates, a 
culture shift brought about by the Bologna 
process.

– Taken from www.daad-
magazin.de/08252/index, 05/08





















Italy – Higher Education 
Institutions

• University-type institutions
– Universita/Politecnico/Scuola 

superiore/Universita telematiche

• Non-university type institutions
– Only first cycle degrees
– Academie di Belle Arti/Instituti 

superiori/Accademia 
Nazionale/Conservatori/Instituto 
Superiori, etc



Italy – Old degree 
structure

• Diploma Universitario (DU) – (2)…3 years
– It combines academic contents with 

professional orientation
– Qualified professionals
– Not many student took this

• Laurea di Dottore – 4…5 (6 for medicine) years
– Strongly academic nature
– To the holders of DU the Laurea program 

may be reduced

• Dottorato di Ricerca – min. 3 years
– Independent advanced research

• Diploma di Specializzazione – 2…5 years
– Post-Laurea



Italy – New degree 
structure

• Laurea – 3 years (180 ECTS credits)
– Bachelor-level degree

• Laurea Specialistica/Magistrale – 2 
years (120 ECTS credits)
– Master-level degree
– Name Laurea Magistrale since 2004

• Dottorato di Ricerca – min. 3 years
– Programs mainly consists in 

independent research project



Italy – Postgraduate 
professional degrees

• Diploma di Specializzazione di 2 livello

– 2…6 years (120-360 ECTS credits)
– Access degree: Laurea 

Specialistica
– Fields: dentistry, medicine, 

veterinary medicine, training to legal 
professions (lawyers, notaries, etc); 
secondary school teachers’ training

– Title:  Specialista in…



Italy – Postgraduate professional 
degrees

• Master Universitario

– Master Universitario di 1 livello
• 2nd cycle university degree
• Access: Laurea
• Aim: to provide advanced scientific 

knowledge or further professional 
education and training

• Duration: min. 1 year (60 ECTS credits)

– Master Universitario di 2 livello
• 3rd cycle university degree
• Access: Laurea Specialistica
• Aim: to provide postgraduates with a 

higher level academic education, or 
with professional education and training

• Duration: min. 1 year (60 ECTS credits)



Italy – Credit System

• The university reform (1999) 
introduced a system of university credit 
(Crediti Formativi Universitario or CFU)

• Credits present the total student 
workload (class time, individual study, 
exam preparation, practical work, etc)

• One credit is equivalent to 25 hours
• One academic year is 60 credits 

(=1500 hours)
• National credit system based on ECTS
• Credits are earned once the student 

has passed the assessment for each 
course or activity

• GRADING SYSTEM – same as 
traditional



Italy – Diploma 
Supplement

• The model of UNESCO, Council of 
Europe and European Commission

• Since January 2005 has been issued 
with all degree awarded in accordance 
with the new framework
– Get the DS 6 month after 

graduation, not with graduation
– Have not yet seen one issued

• Bilingual – Italian and English 
– http://www.miur.it/UserFiles/2218.rtf







Approaches to Evaluating for 
US Graduate Admissions

• Analyze & understand your own 
admission & transfer policies and 
requirements

– University of Colorado at Boulder has 
traditionally required a four-year 
degree equivalency

– We are developing a written policy for 
acceptance of university-level degrees 
from outside the US and will include 
the Bologna-compliant degrees as part 
of the whole



Approaches to Evaluating for 
US Graduate Admissions

• Update your knowledge on changes in 
Europe

• Consider creative & experimental 
solutions

• Consider best practices of colleagues



Approaches to Evaluating for 
US Graduate Admissions

• Consider Three-Year Degrees

– Admissibility vs. equivalency?

– One European degree?

– Fairness?

– Competition?



Approaches to Evaluating for 
US Graduate Admissions

• Acceptance based on title

• Rejection based on length of program

• Focus on admission criteria: secondary 
school program, work experience, major 
area of study

• Existing relationships
– Consideration for exchange partners, 

track record of known program



Approaches to Evaluating for 
US Graduate Admissions

• Admission to alternative programs
– Bridge program
– Honors diploma
– Qualifying year
– Varied length graduate programs for varied 

length first degree

• Alternative admissions status
– Provisional admission
– Conditional admission
– Challenge examinations

• Holistic approach
– Easier for smaller schools
– More difficult for larger schools due to volume



Approaches to Evaluating for 
US Undergraduate 

Admissions

• ECTS Credits
– 60 credits for one year of 

fulltime work
– Hours of study for one credit 

can vary

• ECTS Grading
– Intended use
– Actual use
– Request grading scale



Resources

• Diploma Supplement -
http://ec.europa.eu/education/policies/rec_qual/recognit
ion/diploma_en.html

• ECTS -
http://www.crui.it/crui/ECTS/english/legislation.htm

• Education System -
http://www.kmk.org/dossier/tertiary.pdf

• ENIC-NARIC.NET Country Profiles – Germany -
http://www.enic-
naric.net/members.asp?country=Germany#Education%
20System

• Federal Ministry of Education and Research -
http://www.bmbf.de/en/3336.php

• Italy - http://www.bologna-
bergen2005.no/EN/national_impl/00_Nat-rep-
05/National_Reports-Italy_050127.pdf

• National Reports 2004-2005 –
http://www.bmbf.de/pub/national_report_bologna-
2004_2005.pdf

• NAFSA Resources
– www.nafsa.org/bolognasupplement
– www.nafsa.org/bologna
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Qrossroads database of 
reviews

Database of institutions

European Classification and 
Ranking
Assesment of HE Learning 
Outcomes:
AHELO (PISA for HE)

MORE DATA ON 
HE 

PERFORMANCE 



Lisbon Recognition 
Convention
(Fair recognition procedures)

No Automatic 
Recognition
(exept for some EU regulated 
professions)

SMOOTH 
RECOGNITION
The Principles:



WORK ENOUGH

More data

Quick & informed 
assessments

More mobility - more 
selectivity

More assessments
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