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How many? 

 Who are they? 

Where do they study? 

How does the U.S. compare? 
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Int’l Secondary Students  
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Most international secondary 
students in the United States 
ultimately seek to enroll in higher 
education.  
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F-1 secondary students tripled from 2004 to 2013. 

15,882 



Asia is driving the growth in 
diploma-seeking secondary 
students. 



Where do diploma-seeking 
secondary students come from? 
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Private high schools enroll the 
majority of diploma-seeking 
students in the United States. 
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Int’l Student Enrollment by Sector, 2013 



No religious 
affiliation 

43% 

Religious 
affiliation 

57% 

Most international students enroll in  
schools with religious affiliations. 



Private schools on the east coast 
host many diploma-seeking 
students. 



Where do diploma-seeking international  
secondary students study? 
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Implications for Higher Education 
U.S. high schools are a source of international applicants 
But, for every F-1 high school student, there are 7 international 

undergraduates 
 

Student perceptions of an admissions advantage 
 

Academic, language, and cultural skills obtained prior to 
higher education 

 

Limited diversity of diploma-seeking secondary students 
 



The Recruitment of International Students  
in the US: 

Survey of International Admissions Offices 
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We set out to answer the questions: 

• Were colleges or universities seeing an increase in 
international student applications and enrollment? 

• If so, in what way was the increase affecting both their 
enrollment and their strategic planning and processes? 
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Survey of Admissions Officers  

• 16 Questions 
• 5 free responses 

• 85 respondents 
• 75% at private universities 
• 100% four year institutions 
• Regions 

• Northeast 51% 
• Midwest 21% 
• South 18% 
• West 10% 
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General Trends 
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Have you seen an increase in international 
applications this year? 

•82% - Yes 
•18% - No 
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What countries or regions represent significant growth in 
international applications? 

TOP 5 Countries 

1 China 62% 

2 India 46% 

3 Brazil 41% 

4 Vietnam 37% 

5 Pakistan 27% 

Other increases seen in: Canada, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, 
Mexico, South Korea, Singapore, and the United Arab 
Emirates. 

China: 44 

India: 33 Brazil: 29 

Vietnam: 26 

Pakistan: 
19 

China

India

Brazil

Vietnam

Pakistan
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Have you seen an increase in international 
applications coming from domestic high 

schools? 

•72% - Yes 
•28% - No 
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What US States are showing the largest increases in 
international students applying to your institution? 

Massachusetts
: 26 

California: 26 

New York: 22 

Florida:18 

Connecticut:16 

Other 
Massachusetts

California

New York

Florida

Connecticut

TOP 5 States 

1 Massachusetts 30% 

2 California 30% 

3 New York 26% 

4 Florida 21% 

5 Connecticut 19% 

Other increases seen in: Maine, Texas, Illinois, and New Jersey 
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New Initiatives 
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If you are finding growth in international students at 
domestic schools, have you changed the way you 

are recruiting in these markets? 

•28% - Yes 
•49% - No 

•22% -Does not apply 
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1. Targeted visits to domestic high schools with international students (36%) 
2. Domestic high school visits by an International Admissions Officer (20%) 
3. Domestic boarding school tours or other tours targeting international students in 

the US (8%) 
 
Others:  
1.International training for domestic staff 
2.Office meetings and presentations about international topics 
3.Visits to local 2 year colleges to create international transfer pipeline 

Please indicate which of the following activities you 
have increased due to this changing demographic. 
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Office Structure 
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Does your international undergraduate admissions 
office report through the same UNIT/DEPARTMENT as 

domestic admissions? 

• 87% - Yes 
• 13% - No 

What is your reporting structure? 
• Report to VP for Undergraduate Enrollment 81% 
• Other examples: 

• International Programs 
• International Education 
• Director of Campus Life 
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Has your office structure/staffing changed to meet the 
demands of the increase in international students coming 

from US high school?   

• 14% - Yes 
• 67% - No 

• 19% -Does not apply 

• One specific International Admission Staff tasked with international 
students at domestic schools 

• New position to support increase 
• Divided reading to geography (International Non-U.S. vs International (U.S.) 
• Having Senior level management handle international students at domestic 

schools  - “Not a great strategy” 

In what way? 
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What specifically are you doing to train all staff to work 
with international students at domestic schools? 

 
 
 

• More training: IB, multi-cultural competence, TOEFL, raising awareness of 
international student needs 

• Domestic and international staff reading China applications 
• Specific materials: international brochures for domestic visits 
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International Student 
Success 

 
General Trends 
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Are the international students at your institution 
completing your program of study at the same 

rate as your domestic students? 

• 78% - Yes 
• 7% - No 

• 15% - I do not know 
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Have you analyzed what components of the application 
most predict the academic success of an international 

student at your institution?  Such as number of years at a 
US high school, average IBT, IELTS, etc. 

• 28% - Yes 
• 48% - No 

• 24% - I do not know 

What aspect(s) of the application was most predictive? 
1. Essay 9% 
2. Standardized Testing 18% 
3. TOEFL/IELTS 50% 
4. Academic Rigor 50% 
5. GPA 55% 

37 



What is some of the feedback you are hearing from Academic Deans 
and Faculty regarding the transition and success of international 

students at your institution? 
• 55% mentioned lack of English proficiency as a key issue 
• Other comments: 

• “English proficiency continues to be a topic of conversation on campus. We raised 
our TOEFL minimum for the 2015 intakes and we will see how that impacts the 
success of our students on campus.” 

• “We recently increased the TOEFL score to 90. There were concerns expressed 
from the English department that students' writing was not up to par.” 

• “Confidence in English seems to be strongly correlated with success. Our classes 
involved a lot of participation and those students who are most fluent seem most 
comfortable.” 

• “We are not hearing much feedback. We are working on improving the information 
pipeline between faculty, the international students office, and the admissions 
office.” 

•  “Generally, the academic deans and faculty immensely value the students on 
campus given their overall involvement in research and other related academic 
groups in addition to their outstanding contributions in the classroom and campus 
life.” 

• “They enjoy having them in their classrooms and would like more!” 
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Thank you! 
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Overview 
• About NACAC  
• High school counselors’ insights about their international students 
• Recommendations 
 

 



www.nacacnet.org 

About NACAC 
• National Association for College Admission Counseling  
• 14,000 members in 50 countries 

• University Admissions Professionals 
• High School-Based College Counselors 

• College Fairs 
• 60 fairs held each year in the U.S. 
• Approximately 650,000 students served annually 
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High school counselors’ 

insights about their 
international students 



www.nacacnet.org 

“I am in the 
middle of the 

X” 

 
 



www.nacacnet.org 

 

 
Mother 

Father 

Counselor 

Agent 



www.nacacnet.org 

Micro and Macro Mismatches? 
• Admissibility mismatch 

• Help! He has a 68 TOEFL and his parents want him to go to Brown: Helping 
international students and their parents negotiate the U.S. college 
admissions process 

• Supply–Demand mismatch 
• Admission eligibility aside, can the most selective U.S. institutions absorb 

more international students? More Chinese students? 
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Recommendations 
• Develop relationships with high school counselors 
• Optimize participation in fairs 

 
 

Question: Who will do this? 
 

 



www.nacacnet.org 

Even if you aren’t currently 
reaching out to international 

students at U.S. high schools, 
your campus colleagues are 

likely encountering them while 
conducting their outreach 
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Develop relationships with 
high school counselors 

• Engage with Affiliate ACACs 
 

 
• Dakota ACAC 
• Great Plains ACAC 
• Hawaii ACAC 
• Illinois ACAC 
• Indiana ACAC 
• Iowa ACAC 
• Kentucky ACAC 
• Michigan ACAC 
• Minnesota ACAC 

 

• Missouri ACAC 
• New England ACAC 
• New Jersey ACAC 
• New York State ACAC 
• Ohio ACAC 
• Overseas ACAC 
• Pacific Northwest ACAC 
• Pennsylvania ACAC 
• Potomac and 

Chesapeake ACAC 

• Rocky Mountain ACAC 
• Southern ACAC 
• Texas ACAC 
• Western ACAC 
• Wisconsin ACAC 
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Develop relationships with high school 
counselors & help them help students 

• Articulate clear policy: Will students be evaluated as part of 
domestic or international applicant pool? 

• Provide sense of admissibility, ex: via admitted students profile 
• Visit high schools, and offer presentations on topics related to 

college admission and supports – not narrowly about your school 
• Factor in attributes of school, ex: Day or Boarding; Offers ESL or does not 

• Address rankings 
• Participate in fairs at, and organized by, high schools 
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Other Resources 

International Student Programming at 
NACAC Fairs 

 
• Seattle:  October 16-17, 2015 
• Miami: February 21, 2016 



www.nacacnet.org 

Other Resources 

• Established in 1937 
• Approximately 14,000 members in 50 countries 

• Admissions Professionals 
• High School Counselors 

• 23 Regional affiliate organizations, including OACAC 
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Our Mission – 
 
To bridge the gaps between opportunity and success within 
international education through industry-leading programs and 
partnerships while building trust and fostering goodwill between 
the local community, international students, alumni and their 
families. 

 
 

New Oasis International Education 
www.newoasisedu.com 



 U.S. secondary schools with international programs 
 international students attending U.S. secondary schools 
 international student and parent expectations 
 student struggles and strengths 
 university/college considerations when admitting 

international students with a U.S. secondary-school education 

Overview 



 are SEVIS certified for F1 students and are committed to 
SEVP/SEVIS compliance  

 develop international programs to diversify the campus and 
meet recruitment goals 

 many are day schools utilizing host families rather than dorms 
 many are independent (preparatory schools with no religious 

affiliation), Parochial, or Christian schools 
 may have limited resources to support international students 

i.e. ESL/ELL, designated director of international students or 
international student coordinator, knowledge of SEVP/SEVIS 

 may have limited resources to support faculty such as cultural 
sensitivity training and teaching strategies 

 
 
 
 

The Secondary Schools 



The International Students 
As the Director of International Students at a private day school, I found the majority of 
international students applying fell into these categories: 
 
 F1 students from China (primarily) or Korea enrolled in a diploma program 
 One-year F1 students from Europe and South America with no immediate intention of 

attending a U.S. university in the future (generally grade 10) 
 J1 students with no immediate intention of attending a U.S. secondary school as an F1 

or a U.S. university in the future (generally grade 10) 
 J1 students who wished to return as an F1 student to continue secondary school in the 

U.S. and university (who are at a public or private U.S. high school) 
 short-term “recreational” guests on tourist visas who have graduated from high school 

or are on summer holiday 
 visiting students through sister-school exchanges 
 
Rarely: 
 students from the Middle East, India or the developing world 
 scholarship monies for international students 

 
 
 



At a U.S. secondary school: 
 there would be less academic pressure 
 they would improve their English-language skills 
 they would have an opportunity to experience schooling 

where participation, discussion, and development of their 
opinion is nurtured 

 they would have the opportunity to participate in clubs, 
sports, extracurricular activities 

 they would ease into American society in anticipation of 
attending a U.S. college/university 

 they would have an advantage when applying to U.S. 
universities/colleges 

 
 

Student Expectations 



Parents would often:  
 judge a high school’s worthiness based on SAT scores and  

graduate university/college matriculation 
 expect their child to solely focus on academics without 

understanding the need for socialization 
 place tremendous pressure on their student to excel 

academically 
 expect their child would be accepted at Ivy League institutions 

and not fully appreciate other programs at lesser known 
schools 
 
 

 

Parent Expectations 



 communication 
 homesickness/culture shock 
 host family life 
 frustrations due to restrictions  
 overwhelmed 
 need to “relearn” some material (showing work, use of calculator, lab 

books etc.) 
 everything “counts” (homework, participation, reading assignments 

etc.) 
 issues such as plagiarism, cheating, “Face” 
 new subjects (Theology, US History etc.) 
 low GPA from U.S. high school due to early challenges 
 less parental involvement/support due to distance 
 option to return home to attend school difficult or impossible 

 
 

 

Student Struggles 



An international student with a U.S. secondary-school diploma 
has:  
 completed a U.S. curriculum 
 overcome homesickness/culture shock  
 embraced the idea of developing into a “renaissance person”  
 developed strong English-language skills 
 a sense of ease in U.S. society 
 an understanding of academic expectations and standards at 

U.S. academic institutions including issues of plagiarism, 
cheating, “Face” 

 
 

Student Strengths 



University Admissions Counselors Should Review 
(in educated F1 students): 

 student has thrived in an English-immersion environment 
 proven themselves in a U.S. classroom 
 acclimated to U.S. society 
 “Renaissance Person” 
 transcripts provided by U.S. high schools; applying via traditional U.S. 

routes 
 college/university applications completed by students and not paid agents 

overseas 
 understanding and respect for U.S. academics and standards 
 experienced cultural immersion and developed appreciation of cultural 

diversity 
 consider third category of applicant; “U.S. Secondary School-Educated 

International Student” 

 
 



Questions & Discussion 

Jennifer Morrissey 
jmorrissey@newoasisedu.com 

Eddie West 
ewest@nacacnet.org 

Christine Farrugia 
cfarrugia@iie.org 

Anne Corriveau 
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