
One life, one voice, one idea at a time…

The Scholar Rescue Fund (SRF) formalizes an 
unwavering commitment to academic freedom that 
the Institute of International Education (IIE) has 
demonstrated for 90 years. At the heart of  SRF is  
the idea that each person we help — each scholar 
who continues his or her work in safety — is a 
beacon of  hope in our world. Individually and 
collectively, their contributions will make a difference 
advancing knowledge while exposing the fear and 
repression under which too many people still live. 
We invite individuals and institutions to join our 
efforts. Together we can make a difference.  

Scholar Rescue in the Modern World

Scholar Rescue in the Modern World, a report 
published in 2009 with funding from the Carnegie 
Corporation of  New York, is IIE’s first effort to share 
with a larger community the breadth and nature of  
the persecution of  scholars around the globe. It is 
based on data from the first five years of  activity of  
the Scholar Rescue Fund. 

The report shows that academic oppression is 
surprisingly widespread, with SRF applications 
originating from 101 countries. The data is 
correlated with a variety of  economic and political 
factors to attempt to answer the following question: 

“What do countries that oppress scholars have in common?” 

The report also proposes policies and programs to 
mitigate the persecution of  academics worldwide. 
These include: 

•	 establishing an index of  scholar persecution

•	 developing a UN convention against the persecution  
of  scholars

•	 decreasing barriers for academics to cross borders 

•	 developing scenarios that might predict the next big 
academic crisis

To rescue scholars  
    is to rescue the future.”
         Dr. Henry Kaufman
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Rescuing Scholars

Every day scholars in some part of  the world are 
threatened, harassed, arrested, tortured or even 
killed by governments, militants, and extremists of  all 
types who see scholars’ efforts to promote thinking, 
dialogue, and wider understanding as threats to their 
authority and control. The Institute of International 
Education’s Scholar Rescue Fund:

•	 Saves lives by helping scholars to escape death  
and imprisonment;

•	 Saves voices by giving scholars in all disciplines  
the freedom to continue their work in safety;

•	 Saves ideas by helping courageous thinkers to return  
to their countries to resolve conflicts, rebuild institutions, 
promote development, and lead democratic reforms.

Get Involved

Rescuing a threatened scholar makes the world a 
less dangerous place for academics while promoting 
academic freedom internationally. The Scholar 
Rescue Fund depends on the support of  generous 
individuals and institutions to undertake this life-
saving work.

NOMINATE A SCHOLAR
SRF invites individuals and institutions to nominate 
scholars who need rescue.

HOST A SCHOLAR
The host campus plays an integral role in the rescue 
of  lives, voices and ideas. SRF invites universities and 
colleges in any country to host threatened scholars 
as visiting faculty so that they may continue their 
research, writing and teaching without fear  
of  persecution. Contact us for a current list of  
scholars in need of  hosts. 

DONATE TO SRF
Contributions at any level help save priceless ideas 
and knowledge for the benefit of  all humanity.  

Iraq Scholar Rescue Project

Since 2003, hundreds of  Iraqi scholars have been 
killed, specifically targeted by various factions and 
militias intent on destroying the intellectual capital 
of  Iraq. Many have been threatened and forced to 
flee while others are trapped in the country, unable 
to teach, conduct research, or carry out productive 
academic work.

In response to one of  the greatest academic crises 
of  our time, the Scholar Rescue Fund launched 
the Iraq Scholar Rescue Project. This project aims 
to assist more than 200 of  Iraq’s most senior 
and most threatened academics in any academic 
discipline – through temporary academic positions 
at universities, colleges and other institutions 
of  higher learning in the Middle East and North 
African regions. (Some exceptions may be 
considered for university positions in other  
world regions.) 

In doing so, the Scholar Rescue Fund hopes 
to contribute to the preservation of  Iraq’s 
vital intellectual capital and ensure that, when 
conditions permit, these scholars will be able 
to return home to rebuild their once flourishing 
academic communities.

“ When I arrived at my host campus, 
I was very happy to have peace.  
I needed to live again, to talk to 
others, to be able to work again. 
And they gave me this opportunity 
to live and to produce something, 
to talk, to discuss and to continue 
my research.”
           SRF Scholar, South Asia, Mathematics

CONTACT US
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How Does it Work?

Launched in 2002, the Scholar Rescue Fund  

builds on IIE’s longstanding tradition of aiding 

scholars in need, wherever their lives or 

freedoms are in jeopardy.  

The Scholar Rescue Fund provides fellowships  

to support visiting academic positions at safe 

universities and colleges worldwide. As visiting 

faculty, SRF scholars contribute to their host 

universities through teaching, research, lectures 

and writing. In return, host campuses provide 

professional guidance as well as financial and  

in-kind support. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
www.scholarrescuefund.org/iraq 

+1-202-326-7703 
SRFIraq@iie.org 


