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in your Local Community
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Background
What is soft diplomacy?
J. William Fulbright said, “The shape of the world a generation from now will 
be influenced far more by how well we communicate the values of our 
society to others than by our military or diplomatic superiority.”

In the spirit of Fulbright’s statement, our goal is to flesh out the value of 
connecting people across nations as an act of soft diplomacy.



Soft Diplomacy
● Hard Power / Soft Power / Soft Diplomacy

● Attraction - rather than coercion or coopting

● Accessible to everyone

● Promoting positive influence

● Lasting relationships

● Most importantly - Two way street



Soft Diplomacy in International Education

• Engaging the community

• Engaging international students

• Engaging domestic students



Engaging the Community
Dartmouth

● Friendship Family Program - Over 100 new international students are 
matched with area families with whom they share their cultures, and from 
whom they get a home away from home, and benefit from a personal 
perspective about life the U.S. 

● The Boston interim experience is an annual weekend winter break trip for six 
international students volunteering in Boston soup kitchens, neighborhood 
projects, and homeless shelters. 



Dartmouth’s Winterim Service Experience in Boston

Friendship Family Dad 
and his Dartmouth Son



Engaging the Community
Emory

● Dinner with 12 Strangers - Faculty, alumni, and staff invite 12 students to 
their home throughout the semester for a night of food, conversation, 
and camaraderie. 

● Thanksgiving Dinner - students sign up to be invited to dinner at an 
alumni, faculty, staff, or community member’s home for a traditional 
Thanksgiving meal. 



Thanksgiving Dinner at Emory 
Staff Member’s Home

Emory Campus Thanksgiving 
Dinner for International 

Students
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Engaging the Community
Vassar

● Vassar Haiti Project - A life-changing experiential education in global 
citizenship. Run primarily by students, most of whom are international. 
Organizes educational and fundraising activities on and off campus. 
Supports initiatives in a Haitian village.

● International Dance Festival - Organized by international students, 
expressing cultures from around the world through dance. Acts from 
campus and community. Audience participation. Open to the public.



Vassar Haiti Project:  
Chermaitre schoolchildren

Vassar’s 
International Dance Festival



Engaging the Community
Vanderbilt

● EAT! - Experience American Tastes provides internationals a chance to 
enjoy American food and culture with a local family. Community 
members volunteer to host a Sunday dinner and invite students/scholars 
to join them for an evening in their home.

● First Friends - Vanderbilt’s international friendship program, connecting 
international students with Americans on and off campus for friendship 
and cross-cultural exchange



Engaging International Students
Dartmouth

● International Issues, Personal Perspectives (I2P2) - weekly Sunday night 
dessert hour during which international students talk about their home 
countries from politics to history, geography, art, sports, and culture.

● Student Forum on Global Learning - held annually on Martin Luther King 
Day when over 30 students share their international experiences and 
projects from study abroad to research and volunteer leave term 
(vacation term) activities around the world.



Engaging International Students
Emory

● Thanksgiving Celebration - International students are invited to share a 
traditional thanksgiving meal on campus, share what they are thankful 
for, and enjoy life music and raffle prizes. 

● International Student Debate Tournament - International students are 
given the opportunity to develop their public speaking skills as well as an 
avenue to debate issues of importance to them (e.g. globalization, 
education, environment). 



Emory World Cup Event

Emory Global 
Debate Forum



Engaging International Students
Vassar

● Thanksgiving at the Meades - About 50 to 60 international students join 
us in our home for a day and a half of planning, creating, cooking, and 
enjoying together a traditional Thanksgiving meal. There is music, 
conversation, sharing, and board/table games.  

● Asian Peer Mentor Program - First year Asian students are grouped into 
pods, coordinated by two upperclass Asian students. Includes planned 
and informal programming throughout the academic year.



Thanksgiving at the Meades!
50+ Vassar students and the four of us

Vassar’s Asian Peer Mentor 
Program:

NYC immersion trip



Engaging International Students
Vanderbilt

● World on Wednesdays (WOW) - takes place at 12:10-1:00 p.m. WOW 
features a different topic of global interest each week, with 
presentations by students, staff, and faculty.

● International Lens - a film series with a global perspective, uses film 
screenings as a forum to promote conversation among Vanderbilt’s 
diverse community of students, faculty and staff.

● Carnival - end of year celebration for students and their families 
featuring carnival food.
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World on Wednesday Spring Carnival 



Engaging Domestic Students
Dartmouth

● LACE - Language and Cultural Exchange program pairs an international 
graduate student with a U.S. undergraduate - each practicing the other’s 
native language i.e. a Chinese computer science Ph.D. would be matched 
with a U.S. student studying Mandarin.

● Alternative Spring Break - week-long programs in other countries engage 
U.S. students in volunteer work - recent examples include the Dominican 
Republic and Mexico.



Indian Classical Dancer Meets with Domestic Students



Engaging Domestic Students
Emory

● Academic Fellows Program - a peer-mentorship program where current 
Emory students are matched with a new international freshman or 
transfer student. About 50% of the mentors are domestic students

● Conversation Partners - domestic students are paired with international 
students to meet monthly to practice conversation and learn about other 
cultures



Engaging Domestic Students
Vassar

● Kaleidoscope - Our biggest Intl Education Week event, featuring a 
World’s Got Talent show, International Dessert Cook-off, World Flag 
Ceremony, Ethnic Cuisine from ‘round the globe, and the international 
photo contest submissions.

● Arlington Amble - International student interns run an event during 
orientation for all new students that is designed to introduce students to 
restaurants, shops, and other highlights of their new neighborhood.



World Flag Ceremony
Kaleidoscope (at Vassar)

Vassar’s Arlington Amble



Engaging Domestic Students
Vanderbilt

● Interfaith Spring Break - in Washington D.C. with half international and 
hald domestic students visiting the religious sites with discussion and 
sharing. 

● Culture dinner - with American students and internationals at the college 
halls with performances and discussion about various cultures. 



Student Learning Outcomes
● Students will apply what they learn to inform their knowledge of the 

United States.

● Students will form a broader appreciation of issues such as social 
responsibility, public policy, and citizenship.

● Students will be inspired to reflect and challenge preconceptions and 
assumptions.

● Students will develop interpersonal skills in conflict resolution and group 
decision making.



Student Learning Outcomes
● Students will expand critical thinking through examination of deeper 

issues.

● Students will build community and gain an appreciation of their own 
culture.

● Students will have an impact on other students.

● Bursting the bubble



Community Learning Outcomes
● Appreciation of other cultures

● Sharing the US culture with others

● Teaching others about traditions in the US

● Contribute to enrichment of student experience

● Building inclusive community

● Bursting the bubble



Round Table Discussions
● Give an example of soft diplomacy at your institution. 

● What might you create in the way of soft diplomacy programming? 

● What are the tangible benefits for international students interacting with 
members of their local community and vice versa?

● What are the potential challenges of soft diplomacy programming?



Q&A



For further reading
Nye, Joseph F, Jr.  Public diplomacy and soft power. Annals of the American 
Academy of Political and Social Science, Vol. 616, Public Diplomacy in a 
Changing World (Mar., 2008), pp. 94-109

Srivastava, Vivek Kumar, PhD.  Soft power and soft diplomacy:  Nature, 
comparison and impact.  Paper presented for 7th annual NNC conference and 
PhD course.  University of Southern Denmark. (Nov., 2013)



Contact Information

Andrew Meade - Anmeade@Vassar.edu

Sherif Barsoum - Sherif.Barsoum@Vanderbilt.edu

Stephen Silver - Stephen.M.Silver@Dartmouth.edu

Tammy Kim - Tammy.J.Kim@Emory.edu
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