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The following scenarios were put out over NAFSA’s international student and scholar 

services professional networks/list serves and a call for contestants was made.  

Contestants responded to the scenarios and the panel of judges identified winning entries 

based on the identification and analyses of issues and well-thought out and described 

solutions.  During the session, the judges will discuss the winning entries and why they 

were chosen as “the winners”. 

 

Scenarios  
 

1. In the spring semester, a student who wants to apply for OPT comes in to discuss 

his travel plans with you.  He wants to file his OPT application now and then he 

has to leave the U.S. (while it is pending but before the semester ends) because he 

is the best man at his cousin’s wedding.  He will return to the U.S. and stay for 

graduation but then leave the U.S. again because his own engagement party is 

scheduled outside the U.S.  He has a job beginning in the fall semester.  He wants 

to know if he will have any problems.  How do you advise him? 

 

2. Your institution admits an undocumented alien.  The student receives a full 

scholarship and makes it through an undergraduate program without incident.  

The student is about to graduate and has been advised by his advisor to see you 

for advice on what to do about his immigration status.  The advisor calls you to 

ask for your assistance and to see if there is anything the institution can do on 

behalf of the student.  How do you advise the student?  What do you tell the 

advisor? 

 

3. A department has rehired a previous J-1 scholar to return to your institution to be 

a Lecturer.  He was previously at your institution as a Research Scholar for a one 

year post-doc (immediately following the completion of his Ph.D.) last year and is 

subject to the 24 month bar.  And he was made subject to the two year home 
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residency requirement because the CIPP Code you used on the DS-2019 is 

included in the Skills List for his country.  However, he insists that the CIPP code 

was wrong…you listed Public Policy Analysis but he is really a Political 

Scientist…a CIPP Code not on the Skills List for his country.     What can you do 

to bring him back for the Lecturer position? 

 

4.  An F-1 student was arrested and charged by the town police with a theft.  The 

charge was reduced and she was sentenced to three months of community service.  

The on-campus discipline proceedings have recommended suspension for a 

semester.  The Dean of Students asks for your input on the impact such a 

suspension will have on her immigration status.  How do you advise the Dean and 

if the student is suspended, how do you advise the student?   

 

5. That institution has asked to pay the “honorarium” to your university and for you 

to pay him.  You have a discussion with your colleague at the other institution and 

she tells you that they do this all the time using the interpretation that faculty 

members are supposed to give lectures as part of their jobs and that if he is giving 

this lecture as part of his H-1B job such payment arrangements are appropriate.  

How do you advise your faculty member’s department?   

 

6. A department has contacted you about bringing this coming year.  The scholar has 

a one year fellowship from an organization in her country.  When she completes 

your scholar intake form, she indicates that she was previously in the U.S. in J-1 

research scholar status just last year and is still subject to the 24 month bar.  She 

needs to begin the fellowship this academic year or lose the money.  The 

department knows she can come as a J short term scholar so they propose 

appointing her for the fall semester and ask how long she has to be outside the 

U.S. before she can come back again.  How do you advise them?   

  


