
Scholarship Program



Program Overview
The Iraq Education Initiative Scholarship Program is a bold program under 
the auspices of the Office of the Prime Minister of Iraq to restore the Iraq 
educational system to the high standards traditionally valued by the Iraqi 
people. The Scholarship Program will be run by the Higher Committee for 
Education Development (HCED) in Iraq.  

The Scholarship Program will:

• Provide scholarships to thousands of Iraqi students to study in the United 
States, United Kingdom, Canada and Australia each year for five years

• Cover tuition and living expenses for students for the duration of  
their studies

• Allow for up to one year of intensive English language study prior to  
enrollment in academic programs

 
Eligible Fields of Study
The fields of study include a full range of majors with popular choices including 
engineering, agriculture, education, computer science, law, business and 
biological and physical sciences. 

Degree Levels
Students may be provided scholarships to pursue associate, bachelor, 
master, or doctoral degree programs.  The majority of students will pursue a 
master’s degree.

Goals for Spring/Summer 2010
As part of a pilot program, approximately 500 students were offered scholarships.  
The HCED is currently in the process of placing these students at colleges and 
universities in the US and the UK, the first two countries to receive students.  
These students will begin their studies with up to one year of intensive 
English study.



The American Universities Iraq Consortium
The Consortium is comprised of any accredited university or college with 
officials that have expressed an interest in working with the HCED as a host 
institution.  A variety of higher education institutions make up the Consortium, 
including community colleges, large public universities and small liberal arts 
colleges.  The Consortium serves to develop key relationships between the 
college/university and the HCED to facilitate a smooth placement, application 
and admissions process for the Iraqi scholarship recipients.

All accredited institutions of higher education may join the Consortium.  
However, those institutions able to meet all or most of the needs of the HCED 
are more likely to receive students.  

Consortium members will preferably:

• Offer conditional/provisional admissions to academic programs.
• Provide one contact person for admissions to all academic programs.
• Offer intensive English language training on site or nearby.
• Issue DS-2019s so that students can travel on J-1 visas.  DS-2019s  

must be valid for both the duration of academic study and one year of  
English language training.

• Waive or defer application fees.
• Waive test score requirements at time of acceptance, although scores can 

be a condition of regular admission.
• Accept HCED-verified scanned copies of transcripts in lieu of originals.
• Accept the HCED common application in lieu of the university application.

To join the American Universities Iraq Consortium, college/university officials 
should complete one profile for their institution at: http://cap.aed.org/IEI.cfm. 



For more information:
More information on the Iraq Education Initiative Scholarship Program 
can be found on the AED Center for Academic Partnerships website: 

http://cap.aed.org/

For questions, please email: iraqeducationinitiative@aed.org.

1825 Connecticut Ave., NW

Washington, DC 20009

Tel: 202-884-8000

Fax: 202- 884-8407

Web: http://cap.aed.org/


