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Theoretical Framework
1. Post colonialism & postmodernism:  Challenges 

the centrality of Western knowledge, languages 
and ways of being

Willinsky, 1998; Zinn, 2004

2. Social educational theories: Shows how power is 
maintained                             

Foucault, 1975-76, 1977, 1980; Giroux, 1983; Gramsci, 1975

3. Freirean emancipatory theories: Challenges power 
differentials in education 

Freire, 2007

4. Critical multiculturalism: Emphasizes the dynamic 
and fluid nature of cultures

Kymlicka, 1995, 1998; May, 1999; Moodley, 1995,1999; Parekh, 2006



The Philosopher’s Teahouse

So I want to run a tea 
house by my own.  
Don’t follow the 
leader.  Just by myself.  
It comes from the 
[critical] class, you 
know… have some 
discussion for one 
topic… have different 
opinions.  Talk, talk, 
talk.  Argue!

Chinese student (33): Interview: 
26/06/08



https://our.kwantlen.ca/sites/marketing/brand/first-nations.html
https://our.kwantlen.ca/sites/marketing/brand/first-nations.html


 Classes:
 English Language Studies, Academic Communication Skills and 
 Sociology, Introduction to Society

 Materials:
 News articles 
 CBC News short (2010), How Tolerant are Canadians? 

Philosopher’s Teahouse: 
Racism: Racism: Rethinking the Past, 

Teaching for 
the future 

T



Student recommendations

 Move out of your comfort zone.  Don’t always sit 
with the same people in the cafeteria  

 Get to know strangers/people who are different from 
yourself

Experience and learn about different cultures
Most racism comes from ignorance. People need to be educated

Keep talking about the dangers of racism – like 
advertising against cigarette smoking – promoting 
the dangers of smoking/racism



Philosopher’s Teahouse 
Navigating Canada’s Multicultural Mosaic

Facilitated by: 
Dr. Wendy Royal, English Language Studies Department and 
Dr. Fiona Whittington – Walsh, Sociology Department
Sponsored by the Coca Cola Funding Award
Supported by the Centre for Global and Multicentric Education (CGME)

hosted by English Language Studies and Sociology Students





Materials: The Racialization of Beauty

 ELST, Academic Listening & Speaking Skills 
and Sociology, Women in Canada 

 Dr. Whittington-Walsh (2010) research:  
cosmetic surgery, beauty and whiteness

 News articles: wide range of issues relating to 
beauty and social construction of race

 Articles chosen prior to event
 Video: A Girl Like Me (2006)
 Integrated groups of ESL & Sociology students 

and a facilitator (instructor or KPU student)







In-class Preparation

Materials
1. Domestic abuse: Articles adapted from Empowerment  published by Battered 

Women Support Services
http://www.bwss.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/NSRIW-MANUAL.pdf

2. Gender selection: CBC News  Investigation,  Unnatural Selection June 12, 
2012  

3. Bullying gays & lesbians: www.youtube.com/watch?v=ax96cghOnY4

4. Male identity & ‘machismo’.  Tough Guise, Video, by Jackson Katz

5. Polygamy: CBC News 

6. Trafficking women & children: Sunitha Krishnan on www.ted.com

Activities
 Student blogs on Sexism & the Media http://www.bwss.org/endingviolence
 Sociology, international & domestic ESL students prepared posters together

https://webmail.kwantlen.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=dd73f0f4ac0a4b21b735a66d13974a44&URL=http://www.bwss.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/NSRIW-MANUAL.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ax96cghOnY4
http://www.ted.com/
http://www.bwss.org/endingviolence








I really enjoyed the format as it was highly engaging, very 
interactive … and brings together  educators and students 
from different faculties. Craig Kielburger

The most interesting part was to discuss with different students 
and understand different perspectives. Chinese student

I’m a new immigrant in Canada , it was an opportunity to 
know more about Canada. Iranian student

… excellent opportunity to gain more cultural understanding.
Canadian Sociology Student

Everyone was from different countries. That’s why we 
understood the problem more. Russian student

It boosted my courage to a new level. I also learnt new ways of 
presenting my views.           Chinese ESL student

Impact of The Teahouse



…inspired students to go beyond their expectations and become 
involved in the community. Business student

… we had many questions during the conversation and to find 
their answers we had to speak more; therefore, it helps us to use 
more English and to practice more. It was good because almost 
all of them were native speakers and it lets us correct our errors.  

Iranian ESL student

First, I learn the articles more deep, and discussed some different 
points.  I realized I need to improve my speaking and courage. 
The eating part is most enjoyable for me. It provide a relaxing 
atmosphere. We can talk and discuss the topic, just like talking 
with friends  and  family. Chinese ESL student:

Deeply impressed by talking with the sociology students. I 
learned that people’s opinions can be changed … What we think 
is right may not always be correct on .                  Chinese student

Hope to be part of this event when I enter university, and see it 
prosper into an amazing philosophical session.   High school student
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