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ALLAHABAD: With the aim of revamping the examination systems in various universities and educational institutions, the 
University Grants Commission (UGC) has urged the universities to take steps to assess the performance of students 
through internal and external evaluation.  
 
The suggestions have been sent by UGC chairman Sukhdeo Thorat to all vice-chancellors of the Central, state and 
deemed universities, including Allahabad University (AU), asking them to try and go beyond `marks' and `divisions' and 
give cumulative grade point score (CGPS).  
 
Thorat, in his letter, mentioned that higher education in India has so far largely been examination-centred. "Examination 
only at the end of academic session insulates students from the quest of knowledge, the excitement of discovery and joy 
of learning. Often the annual examination, along with marks, percentages and divisions, leads to insensitive cramming up 
of superficial information," he wrote. Thorat said that in several instances, the university-certified degree-holders are 
subjected to fresh written examinations before they are accommodated for jobs in public and private sector.  
 
The letter pointed out that most universities and institutions of higher education in Western Europe and North America 
base assessment of students on `internal evaluation', following the principle of `those who teach should evaluate'.  
 
Stressing on continuous internal evaluation, the UGC chief stated that internal assessment should be done by a faculty 
member, department, school or centre. It said all certificate, diploma, undergraduate, postgraduate, MPhil and PhD 
courses offered by a university, college or institute should have specified components for internal evaluation through 
essay, tutorials, term-paper, seminar, laboratory work, workshop practice, etc mentions the letter.  
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