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Established 1885 1869 1974

Setting Located in the heart of the 
Sonoran desert, The University 
of Arizona's main campus covers 
380 acres in central Tucson.

A land-grant university with 2 
campuses in Lincoln totaling 622  
acres, plus 12,952 acres at 5 
Research and Extension Centers 
at various locations in NE.

The site of MCC’s Fort Omaha 
Campus used to be an army fort, 
and MCC bought the land for $1 
with the agreement that the 
Parade Grounds would not be 
built on and the exterior to the 
original buildings would not 
change

Enrollment 42,236 (Fall 2014) including 
3,696 enrolled international 
students

25,006, incl. 2,846 int’l students 
from 134 countries (Fall 2014)

36,881 credit students and 
15,450 non-credit students as of 
2011-12

Number of F-1 students 
including OPT students

As of Fall 2014: 3,585 As of Fall 2014: 2,573 As of Fall 2014: 215 (approx.)



SESSION SCOPE

• The scope of our session is framed in terms of Risk Analysis – from an 
Institutional Perspective.

• Institutional Policy = an interpretation of regulation and policy thought 
through in advance.  Embedded within it, is a certain level of Risk Tolerance.



OBJECTIVES
1. Define unconventional course delivery:  Distance learning/Blended 

Learning

2. Identify unconventional course dates:  Variability of Session and 

Quarter systems within an academic year

3. Explore regulatory complexities

4. Present solutions by considering “Policy based on Regulations” vs. 

“Policy based on guidance”

5. Apply learnings to a case study







Changing Course: Ten Years of Tracking Online Education in the United States – January 2013
Elaine Allen and Jeff Seaman http://www.onlinelearningsurvey.com/reports/changingcourse.pdf

http://www.onlinelearningsurvey.com/reports/changingcourse.pdf


“SEVIS BY THE NUMBERS: GLOSSARY TERMS”
MINIMUM INSTRUCTION TIME

• The academic year can be divided in 2 ways:
1) Clock hours

• a minimum of 26 weeks of instructional time

• 900 clock hours

2) Credit hours

• a minimum of 30 weeks of instructional time

• 24 semester or trimester credit hours or 

36 quarter credit hours



ANALYSIS OF SEMESTER AND QUARTER SYSTEMS

Semester = 15-16 weeks 2x/year

Quarter = 10-11 weeks 4x/year





VARIABILITY IN COURSE SESSION DATES

Dynamically-Dated =

Class start/end dates are 

different from the 

standard dates for a 

session.

Examples:
MCC’s Spring Quarter = 3/6 – 5/21

WORK 1011 – Orientation for Int’l Students (1.0 qtr cr)
3/4/2015 ONLY from 10 – 4

PHYS 110A – Principles of Physics IA (2.5 qtr cr)
3/9/2015 – 4/13/2015 MW 6-8:30PM plus lab

UA’s Spring Semester = 1/14 – 5/14
MIS 531 – Enterprise Data Management (3 units)
3/16/2015 - 5/6/2015 Dynamically Dated Session; 
Fully Online; Location and Campus termed “iCourse”

LASC 197P – Major Exploration Workshop
3/9/2015-05/06/2015 Hybrid (In-Person & Online)



HIERARCHY OF AUTHORITY OF LAW



OVERVIEW: FULL COURSE OF STUDY

• NAFSA Adviser’s Manual 3.13.3:

Pursuing a "full course of study" at the school listed on the active Form I-20 is 
one of the cornerstones of maintaining F-1 status. Assuming that an F-1 student 
was admitted for a full course of study, the student must continue to pursue that 
full course of study throughout the F-1 stay in order to maintain F-1 status.



FULL COURSE OF STUDY REQUIREMENTS
8 C.F.R. § 214.2(f)(6)(i)(A)-(E):

• (6) Full course of study-- (i) General. Successful completion of the full course of study must lead to the attainment of a specific educational or professional objective. A 
course of study at an institution not approved for attendance by foreign students as provided in § 214.2(a)(3) does not satisfy this requirement. A "full course of study" 
means:

• (A) Postgraduate study or postdoctoral study at a college or university, or undergraduate or postgraduate study at a conservatory or religious seminary, certified by a 
DSO as a full course of study;

• (B) Undergraduate study at a college or university, certified by a school official to consist of at least 12 semester or quarter hours of instruction per academic term in those 
institutions using standard semester, trimester, or quarter hour systems, where all undergraduate students who are enrolled for a minimum of 12 semester or quarter hours 
are charged full-time tuition or are considered full-time for other administrative purposes, or its equivalent (as determined by the district director in the school approval 
process), except when the student needs a lesser course load to complete the course of study during the current term;

• (C) Study in a postsecondary language, liberal arts, fine arts, or other non-vocational program at a school which confers upon its graduates recognized associate or other 
degrees or has established that its credits have been and are accepted unconditionally by at least three institutions of higher learning which are either: (1) A school (or 
school system) owned and operated as a public educational institution by the United States or a State or political subdivision thereof; or (2) a school accredited by a 
nationally recognized accrediting body; and which has been certified by a designated school official to consist of at least 12 clock hours of instruction a week, or its 
equivalent as determined by the district director in the school approval process;

• (D) Study in any other language, liberal arts, fine arts, or other nonvocational training program, certified by a DSO to consist of at least eighteen clock hours of 
attendance a week if the dominant part of the course of study consists of classroom instruction, or to consist of at least twenty-two clock hours a week if the dominant part 
of the course of study consists of laboratory work; or

• (E) Study in a curriculum at an approved elementary school or academic high school which is certified by a designated school official to consist of class attendance for not 
less than the minimum number of hours a week prescribed by the school for normal progress toward graduation.



FULL COURSE OF STUDY REQUIREMENTS:
SALIENT POINTS

• Postgraduate Study Certified as full-time by a DSO

• Undergraduate Study of at least 12 credits per academic term

• Study at a school which confers upon its graduates Associate or other degrees, 
certified by a DSO to consist of at least 12 clock hours of instruction per week

• Study in any other language, liberal arts, fine arts, or other nonvocational training 
program, certified by a DSO to consist of at least 18 clock hours of attendance a 
week if the dominant part of the course of study consists of classroom instruction, or 
to consist of at least 22 clock hours a week if the dominant part of the course of 
study consists of laboratory work



OVERVIEW: DISTANCE EDUCATION LIMITS

8 C.F.R. § 214.2(f)(6)(i)(G):

For F-1 students enrolled in classes for credit or classroom hours, no more than the equivalent of one class or three 
credits per session, term, semester, trimester, or quarter may be counted toward the full course of study 
requirement if the class is taken on-line or through distance education and does not require the student's physical 
attendance for classes, examination or other purposes integral to completion of the class. An on-line or distance 
education course is a course that is offered principally through the use of television, audio, or computer 
transmission including open broadcast, closed circuit, cable, microwave, or satellite, audio conferencing, or 
computer conferencing. If the F-1 student's course of study is in a language study program, no on-line or distance 
education classes may be considered to count toward a student's full course of study requirement.



DISTANCE EDUCATION LIMITS

• No more than 3 credits or one class per term

• If the F-1 student's course of study is in a language study program, no on-line 
or distance education classes may be considered to count toward a student's 
full course of study requirement.



DISTANCE EDUCATION LIMITS, CONT.’D

• Limit applies only to how many credits can count toward full-time enrollment 
requirement (Module 3 of SEVP’s Online Training for School Officials)

• Distance education course cannot satisfy the full course of study requirement if 
it is the only course taken in the final semester

- there must be a physical presence requirement (Module 3 and March 2008

SEVIS Liaison Call)



CONCURRENT ENROLLMENT

8 C.F.R. § 214.2(f)(6)(iv):

Concurrent enrollment. An F-1 student may be enrolled in two different Service-approved schools 
at one time as long as the combined enrollment amounts to a full time course of study. In cases 
where a student is concurrently enrolled, the school from which the student will earn his or her 
degree or certification should issue the Form I-20, and conduct subsequent certifications and 
updates to the Form I-20. The DSO from this school is also responsible for all of the reporting 
requirements to the Service. In instances where a student is enrolled in programs with different 
full course of study requirements (e.g., clock hours vs. credit hours), the DSO is permitted to 
determine what constitutes a full time course of study.

http://www.nafsa.org/_/file/_/amresource/8cfr2142f.htm%232142f6iv


CONCURRENT ENROLLMENT, CONT.’D

• Combined enrollment amounts to a full time course of study

• Module 3 also states, "Courses can be taken at other SEVP-certified schools 
and count toward the full course of study requirements if the SEVP-certified 
school that enrolled the student accepts the transfer credits as contributing to 
the student’s program of study."



INSTITUTIONAL POLICY BASED ON “REGULATIONS” 
VS. “GUIDANCE”

• Two-Step Distance Education Course Analysis

• Dynamically-dated Course Assessment
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DYNAMICALLY DATED COURSE ASSESSMENT

• Analysis for course that starts after the session begin date

• Analysis for course that ends prior to the traditional session end date



End Analysis: Add 
physical 

presence course from 
the session start

End Analysis: 
Course is included 
towards full-time 

enrollment

Begin Analysis: Course-start 
after Term Begin-date

Do other sequential or single 
courses result in uninterrupted 

physical presence for the 
duration of the term?



End Analysis: Course 
counts towards 

full-time

Subprocess: 
Assume RCL 

for Final 
Semester

Is it an online 
course?

End Analysis: 
Shorten program 

completion date of 
I-20 to end date of 

course

Begin Analysis: 
Course-end prior 
to Term End-date 

Do other sequential or single 
courses result in uninterrupted 

physical presence for the 
duration of the term?

End Analysis: May terminate for 
authorized early withdrawal



COMPLETION OF DEGREE FROM OUTSIDE OF THE 
UNITED STATES

• SEVIS Termination

• School Practices for Coding as “not in the United States”



DISTANCE EDUCATION ONLY IN THE FINAL TERM?



ADVICE

• Be reasonable and consistent

• Have a policy

• Have a form

• Know your school’s policies regarding credits and grades

• Develop an assessment tool



QUESTIONS AND DISCUSSION

• Review case study at your table

• Identify a table leader

• Share the approaches and solutions offered by those at your table



DISTANCE EDUCATION CASE STUDY

“The following is an undergraduate course of study for a 
traditional semester system.  Analyze the following classes to 
determine if the student has exceeded the distance education 
limit.”
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• 8 C.F.R. § 214.2

• NAFSA Advisor’s Manual 2.2, 3.13, 3.20

• SEVP’s Online Training for School Officials, Module 3, www.ice.gov/exec/sevp/Module3.htm

• Timeline of Distance Education by Keith A. Freeman, University of Arkansas Little Rock, 
http://www.ualr.edu/kafreeman/distanceeducationtimeline.html

• Changing Course: Ten Years of Tracking Online Education in the United States – January 2013, Elaine 
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• Implications of Blended Learning, US Distance Learning Association (USDLA), 
http://www.fgdla.us/uploads/Instructional_Media_Selection--Implications_for_Blended_Learning.swf

• SEVIS by the Numbers, http://www.ice.gov/sevis/numbers/glossary-terms.htm
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http://www.fgdla.us/uploads/Instructional_Media_Selection--Implications_for_Blended_Learning.swf
http://www.ice.gov/sevis/numbers/glossary-terms.htm


CONCLUSION

• Today we reviewed the history of non-traditional courses in the context of higher education, 
we identified regulations relating to these courses as they count towards full-time enrollment, 
concurrent enrollment and the distance education limit.

• The purpose of this presentation was to provide a framework in analyzing new methods of 
course content delivery within the context of immigration.

• A Call to Action…. Quotation from Dr. Eli Noam (1995), “In the past, people came to the 
information, and the information was at the university. In the future, the information will come 
to the people, wherever they are”.

• Steve Jobs, “Computers themselves, and software yet to be developed, will revolutionize the 
way we learn.”



PRESENTERS’ CONTACT INFORMATION

DEBORAH KUIKEN
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

International Student Services
University of Arizona
dkuiken@email.arizona.edu
Tel: 520.621.4627
http://global.arizona.edu/international-
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STEPHEN MATTOS
INT’L STUDENT & SCHOLAR SPECIALIST

International Student and Scholar Office
University of Nebraska-Lincoln
smattos2@unl.edu
Tel: (402) 472-5163
http://isso.unl.edu

NAOMI GREELIS-MATTOS
ACAD ADV. FOR INT’L STUDENTS

International Student Services
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Tel: 402-457-2455
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