
Using Education to Fight Inequality and Injustice 
 

 

 

A Global Conversation on Border Issues: New Mexico State University and the 

Universidad Autónoma de Chihuahua 
 

Synopsis: A recent collaboration between the two presenting universities used the Global 

Conversation model to initiate three bi-national, community-based discussions on the role of 

education and community action in alleviating inequality and injustice on the border between the 

United States and Mexico. Presenters will report on the process and outcomes of these 

discussions with suggestions for replication in other contexts. 

 

Day, time, location: Thursday, 9:15 am to 10:30 am, Marriott, Kansas City, Downtown.  

 

 

1. Introductions and overview: Everett Egginton, Ph.D, Dean, International and Border 

Programs, New Mexico State University 

 

Everett will introduce the panelists, describe the ground rules for this session, and situate the 

topic within the framework of NAFSA’s focus on international education and exchange to foster 

peace, justice, and public diplomacy. This particular focus was his and his predecessor’s major 

platform during their respective NAFSA presidential years (Moffatt, 2007; Egginton, 2008). 

2. The Global Conversation—An online course linking students in 20 countries that 

provides knowledge for global citizenship and the promotion of peace and justice: 

James Skelly, Ph.D., Visiting Professor in Peace Studies, University of Ulster; BCA 

Coordinator For Peace & Justice Programming; Chair, MIG: Peace and Justice. 

Jim will describe the course model, including its contextual approach to the array of problems 

our species faces, and how the larger and broader perspective of study abroad, international 

education, and distance education can help to address the challenges we face in a sustained 

manner. 

3. The Global Conversation. A tool toward the creation of communities of peace 

amidst violence and strife—the case of Chihuahua: Raúl Favela, MD, Director of 

International Programs and Studies at the Universidad Autónoma de Chihuahua. 

Raúl will report on two highly successful day-long “global conversations” held at the 

Universidad Autónoma de Chihuahua, the first in November 2009 subtitled “creating 

communities of peace,” and the second in December 2009 subtitled “the global conversation to 

combat domestic violence and violence against women.” 

4. The Global Conversation as a tool against inequality and injustice—a report on the 

meeting of border institutions international program directors: Wynn Egginton, 



Ph.D., Director of the Educational Research Center, College of Education, New 

Mexico State University. 

 

New Mexico State University and the Consul General of Mexico in El Paso host an annual 

meeting of international program directors located at colleges, universities, research centers, and 

non-governmental organizations on both sides of the U.S.-Mexico border. Wynn will describe 

this year’s meeting which focused on the global conversation as a tool to bring together 

interested people around topics of mutual and global concern—its agenda, a summary of the 

discussions, and its conclusions and recommendations. 

 

5. The presentation will conclude such that there is a minimum of 20 minutes for Q and 

A facilitated by Everett 

 

6. During the final 5 minutes each of the four panelists will present their own summary 

of the session and will propose next steps. 


