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Gaokao (University Entrance Examination) Format and Grading Scale, Jiangsu 

Province, 2008 

 

Compiled by International Qualifications Assessment Service (IQAS) 

(http://immigration.alberta.ca/iqas) 

Alberta Employment and Immigration 

 

 

In 2008 university admission in Jiangsu Province is based on the following formula: “3 + 

Scholastic Aptitude Test + comprehensive evaluation”. 

 

3 Gaokao Subjects: Chinese, Math, and Foreign Language 

Subject Maximum Marks Additional Marks 

Chinese 160 40 - for those who choose history as one 

of the two elective subjects 

Math 160 40 - for those who choose physics as one 

of the two elective subjects 

Foreign Language* 120 N/A 

Total 440+40 

*Students may choose from English, Russian, Japanese, French, German, and Spanish. 

 

These 3 subjects constitute the Gaokao. Students sit the examinations on the dates 

designated by the Ministry of Education - June 7, 8 and 9. 

 

“Scholastic Aptitude Test” 

The test is administered annually by the province on April 7, 8 and 9. It was first 

introduced for students entering senior secondary school in 2005 and graduating in 2008. 

It is based on the new national curriculum of 2004. 

 

There are 7 subjects: politics, history, geography, physics, chemistry, biology and 

technology (including general technology and information technology). 

  

Students must designate 2 of the 7 as their elective subjects - one from history and 

physics and one from politics, geography, chemistry, and biology - with the remaining 5 

being compulsory subjects. Those seeking admission to programs in art or sports do not 

have to designate any elective subject; their maximum Gaokao marks are 440 (without 

the 40 additional marks). 

 

Tests for compulsory subjects are conducted in the second semester of year 2 and second 

semester of year 3 of senior secondary school. They generally cover the compulsory 

components of the subjects - for most subjects this means 3 modules (about 108 class 

hours) worth a total of 6 credits. 

 

Tests for elective subjects are conducted in the second semester of year 3. They cover 

both the compulsory and elective components of the subjects. This means 6 modules 
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(about 216 class hours) for physics and 5 modules (about 180 class hours) for chemistry, 

biology, geography and history. 

 

“Technology” is always a compulsory subject and is graded as pass or fail. The other 6 

subjects are awarded letter grades, with separate grading scales for compulsory and 

elective subjects. 

 

 

Provincial Scholastic Aptitude Test Grading Scale 

Compulsory Subject Elective Subjects 

Letter Grade Marks Letter Grade Marks 

A 90-100% A+ Top 5% of candidates 

B 75-89% A Next 15% of candidates 

C 60-74% B+ Next 10% of candidates 

D 0-59% B Next 20% of candidates 

C Next 40% of candidates  

D Bottom 10% of candidates 

 

To be eligible for university admission, students must score C or above in all the 

compulsory subjects and pass in “Technology”. They must score B or above in the two 

elective subjects to be admitted to Benke/Bachelor Degree programs. This requirement 

may be lowered in consideration of the overall performance of all candidates. In 2008, 

students who scored 1B 1C in the elective subjects are allowed to apply to the second and 

third batches of Benke/Bachelor institutions. 

 

Students who score six A’s and one pass (“Technology”) at first attempt will have 10 

bonus marks added to their overall Gaokao score. 

 

Test results for compulsory subjects are valid for three years. Those for elective subjects 

are valid in the year the tests are taken. 

 

Comprehensive Evaluation 

Schools evaluate the students in the following six aspects:  moral integrity, citizenship, 

learning ability, communication and cooperation, sports and health, aesthetics and 

representation. 

 

Students must receive “pass” in both moral integrity and citizenship to be eligible for 

university admission. 

 

Source (in Chinese): Jiangsu Provincial Education Examination Authority 

http://www.jszk.net.cn/Contents/Channel_7/2008/0624/5384/content_5384.htm 

 

 


